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The Great War of 1914 to 1918 

Havant's Roll of Honour 

In 1919 the Bishop of Winchester formed a small committee to advise with 
respect to parochial war memorials. The committee suggested that 
memorials should be of really good and beautiful material, design and 
workmanship and that the names of the fallen might be preserved by a 
vellum record. 

One member of the committee was Sir Charles Nicholson Bt FRIBA who, as 
joint architect with Alfred Edwin Stallard FSI, later designed the Havant War 
Memorial. Sir Charles was a well-known ecclesiastical architect and Alfred 
Stallard was a well-respected Havant architect who had designed a number 
of important local buildings. Alfred was surveyor to the Urban District 
Council for nearly thirty years. 

The memorial, which is built of Portland stone and flint with bronze name 
plates, was set in an alcove on what was church land at Havant's ancient 
crossroads. The appeal letter of February 1922 stated that it would be open 
and accessible to the public footway. Everyone with an interest in Havant was 
asked to contribute so that it would be a Memorial of the whole town. It was 
completed free of debt at a cost of £435. The stonemasons chosen for its 
construction were Henry G Wilkins and Sons of Portsmouth. Little did Henry 
Wilkins know that his own grandson, John Phillip Wilkins, would be killed in 
WW2 and added to the Havant Rolls of Honour. 

The Unveiling of the Memorial Cross 

The unveiling of the cross took place at 3 p.m. on Saturday 30th September 
1922. The service was conducted by the Revd Harold Rodgers MA with the 
lesson being read by the Revd Edward Kirby of the Congregational Church. 

The Hampshire Telegraph reported on the impressive scenes at the 
dedication ceremony. Major-General Sir John Davidson KCMG DSO MP spoke 
of the courage and unselfishness of the men of Havant who had died for their 
country. Sir John unveiled the Memorial Cross and committed it into the care 
of the Local Authority. 

Frederick Leng, chairman of Havant Urban District Council, accepted the 
guardianship of the memorial on behalf of the council. Mr Leng and his wife, 
Clara (nee Stent], had lost their son, Private Harold Leng, on 4th September 
1918 when he was killed in action while serving with the Hampshire 
Regiment in the Ypres sector. According to the Hampshire Telegraph, when 
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reporting the Leng's Golden Wedding in 1942, Mrs Leng was the originator of 
the project for the erection of the Havant War Memorial. For seven years she 
was assisted by the Venerable Archdeacon HN Rodgers and collected from 
house to house for the funds. She later tended the Memorial so that it was 
never without flowers for even a day. 

Also, Alfred Stallard lost two young cousins, Albert Donald Stallard in 1915 
and James Alan Stallard in 1918. They were the sons of Edward James 
Stallard and his wife Beatrice (nee Leng] of Victoria House, which stands on 
the corner of East Street and South Street. 

The earliest death recorded on the memorial is that of Lieutenant Lynton 
Woolmer White who died on 3rd September 1914. During September 1916 
nine men died and 1918 was the worst year with thirty deaths. A further five 
men died after the end of the war. 

Havant Borough Council has confirmed that it owns the memorial and is 
responsible for maintaining it. 



Alfred Edwin Stallard. Sir Charles Nicholson. 


Joint architects for the Memorial Cross. 
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Henry Gray Wilkins, 1855-1934. 


To those who are contemplating the 
erection of a 

@ettteferj) ^Kmorial 

Consult the old-established firm of 

Henry 6. Wilkins & -Sons 

LTD, 

who executed the 

HAVANT WAR MEMORIAL 


Examples of our work may be seen in 
all the Local Cemeteries. 

Designs & Prices post free from Head Office 

48 Simpson Road, Twyford Avenue 
PORTSMOUTH. Tel. 5131 

We hold a varied stock of Worked 
Memorials in Marble, Granite and Stone at 
our Monumental Branch, Cemetery Corner, 
Milton Road, Ptsmth. (op. New Cemetery). 

Crazy Paving, Walling. Rockery Stone & every 
variety ot Garden Ornaments. 
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THE UNVEILING AND DEDICATION 
OF 

THE MEMORIAL CROSS 

To the Men of Havant 

who gave their lives for their Country in the Great War, 

1914-1918 

Saturday, September 30th, 1922, at 3 p.m. 

MAJOR-GENERAL SIR JOHN DAVIDSON, 
K.C.M.G., D.S.O., M.P., 

WILL UNVEIL 

THE MEMORIAL CROSS 


and commit it to the care of the Local Authorities. 

Mr. F. LENG (Chairman of the Urban District Council), 
will accept, on behalf of that body, 
the Guardianship of the Memorial. 

THE LAST POST WILL BE SOUNDED 

The Rector of Havant 
Rev. H. N. Rogers, M.A., Hon. C.F. 

Will offer the Prayer of Dedication 

To the glory of God and in grateful memory of the men of this Town who 
gave their lives for King and Country in the Great War we dedicate this 
memorial. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 
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The unveiling and dedication of the Memorial Cross on Saturday, 30th 
September 1922, to the men of Havant who gave their lives for their country 
in the Great War 1914-1918. 





Havant's War - The First Twelve Months. 

These extracts from the Hampshire Telegraph give a taste of life at the front, 
as experienced by Havant men in the early months of the war, and some idea 
of how the local people made their own contributions to the war effort. After 
1915 the Havant column in the paper was discontinued. 

In August 1914 the Hampshire Telegraph published information for the 
benefit of those wishing to serve their country. 

Regular Army - 7 years with the colours, 5 years in the reserves. Age 18 to 
25, minimum height 5' 3" and minimum chest measurement 34". Must be 
able to read and write. Special enlistment for the duration of the war of men 
of certain trades at special rates. 

Special Reserve - Any man between 17 and 35 may enlist for 6 years. Height 
and chest measurement somewhat lower than above. Ex-soldiers may re¬ 
enlist in the Special Reserve between the ages of 18 and 42 for the period of 
the war if they have a character not less than 'fair'. 

Territorials - 4 years service, age 17 to 35. For the nearest recruiting office 
apply at any post office. 

Hampshire Telegraph Reports: 

14.8.1914 - A meeting was held in the Church Institute [North Street] in 
connection with the British Red Cross Society, to receive the names of men 
willing to volunteer for stretcher work. Fifty six men gave their names, and 
drills will be held each evening in the Town Hall. 

Havant Urban District Council met to consider the question of relief work, 
which for small towns would be under the Hants County War Relief. 

28.8.1914 - In response to an appeal by Messrs Stallard and Hall, some 30 
townsmen not eligible for enlistment will meet twice a week to learn military 
drill and use of the rifle. Major Saulez will act as instructor and drill will take 
place on the Havant Club Bowling Green or at the Dolphin Assembly Room. 

4.9.1914 - Revd G Standing will shortly proceed to the front, as the first 
Primitive Methodist Church army chaplain. When he visited Aldershot he 
found that soldiers who were Primitive Methodists were neglected in respect 
to religion. 

11.9.1914 - A meeting was held at The Town Hall to stimulate recruiting. 
The crowded audience heard a talk by Lawrence Jones entitled Why We Are 
at War. 
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23.10.1914 - The first of a series of smoking concerts has been held in the 
Town Hall for the soldiers on Portsdown Hill. 

27.11.1914 - The miniature rifle range is still open each evening to soldiers, 
for practice firing. 

Messrs Stent Brothers has lent Langstone Towers for a temporary hospital, 
to be staffed by the Havant Voluntary Aid Detachment (Hants 22] of the 
British Red Cross Society. Preparation has been made for 38 beds. All walls 
have been distempered and lino laid throughout. On the ground floor there 
are two wards, a sitting room leading into a conservatory, a quartermaster's 
store and a kitchen. On the first floor beds are distributed in six rooms and 
there is an apartment for the trained nurse, to be appointed. A room is being 
fitted up as an operating theatre and the tower [with its fine views] is to be a 
smoking room for the men. Miss Paxton is to be Commandant; Norah Lewis, 
the Quartermaster; Dr AS Norman, the physician, and Dr Burford Norman 
surgeon to the hospital. 

18.12.1914 - On Havant Boys' School Roll of Honour appear the names of six 
old boys, all sons of Mr George Stokes of Havant, who are serving their King 
and country. The boys are named as George, Charles, Edgar, Reginald [died of 
wounds in 1917], William and Percy. Ten men have been admitted to 
Langstone Towers, mostly with frostbite. Many are suffering from lack of 
vegetables. 

[The official report states that 1,430 patients received treatment. The 
Register records 1,431; the last case was a gunner in the Royal Garrison 
Artillery suffering from lumbago. The highest rank of patient recorded was 
Sergeant. The first entry to bed No. 1 was on 8th December 1914 with 
pleurisy. 

The records shed some light on the progress of the war; the very early cases 
were frost-bitten feet followed largely by influenza, pneumonia, tonsillitis, 
laryngitis and the like. The first bullet wound case was on 29th December 
1914, the first nervous shock case 14th April 1915, and the first gas¬ 
poisoning 12th May 1915. The majority of patients were suffering from 'gun 
shot' wounds. A group of twenty two French soldats was admitted in 
December 1914, all with bullet wounds. Their records were with the 
Salvation Army, Cologne. Gas cases predominated from late 1916 until March 
1918. There were a few cases of malaria, and, of the twenty seven patients 
admitted after the cease fire, seventeen were suffering from this complaint. 
During the whole time not one life was lost.] 
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1.1.1915 - Further donations had been received for the Belgian Relief Fund, 
including one from a Langstone girl. House to house collections had taken 
place. The 8.30 a.m. Christmas Mass at St Joseph's Catholic Church had been 
attended by several wounded Belgians. On Sunday at the Congregational 
Church service little ones brought offerings of toys to be forwarded to 
Belgian refugees. 

The Towers Xmas Tree - The thirty wounded troops being treated at The 
Towers Red Cross Hospital at Langstone were given a turkey dinner and 
presents were distributed from the tree. Each patient received four gifts, 
from Mrs Paxton, staff and friends. A concert was given in the evening, with 
contributions from the troops, the thirteen Belgians included, the latter being 
in need of overcoats. 

Some soldiers on Christmas leave were seen in Havant to be looking very 
smart and to have made a marked improvement in height and physique, due 
to the military training they have received. 

8.1.1915 - In a letter home an officer of the Hampshire Regiment writes: Our 
men are simply splendid. Any amount of them are carrying messages and 
fetching ammunition under heavy fire. The Havant soldier is cheery and bright 
in the trenches, as a rule a steady, careful shot and most extraordinarily keen 
on drinking tea. (Havant Parish Magazine - forwarded by Colonel LG 
Fawkes], 

15.1.1915 - Mr J Loader has two sons serving in the Expeditionary Force, 
one is a driver and the other is engaged in a field bakery. Driver Loader is 
expected home soon on furlough [leave of absence], 

Mrs Pratt of East Street, Havant, has one son on active service and another 
who is a prisoner of war in Germany. Private C Pratt, a reservist of the 2nd 
Essex Battalion, was wounded in the thigh a few days after landing. Three 
days later he was found by the Germans. He spent six weeks in a German 
hospital and was then sent to a concentration camp, where he writes that he 
has been receiving food parcels. 

Rifleman Pratt of the 2nd Battalion, Rifle Brigade, has forwarded to his 
friends the photos of the King and Queen and Princess Mary. He writes: You 
need not send me the shirt or socks but 1 could do with a new pair of feet. 

12.2.1915 - A quantity of cigarettes had been sent to the front by Mr TE 
Silverthorne [tobacconist] of East Street, Havant. Rifleman 'Archie' Thomas 
Windebank, 2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade, wrote home to his parents at 
Homewell: The welcome parcel came as a pleasant surprise. We were in the 
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trenches at the time. There are three Havant men in the same battalion. 
[Windebank's brother Percy had died in November 1914.] 

19.2.1915 -The hospital at Langstone is in urgent need of funds. Patients are 
now mostly British soldiers. 

26.2.1915 - Sir Francis Fitzwygram has been mentioned in despatches. He 
recently stayed at Leigh Park while recovering from a slight wound in the 
head. 

While serving in the Sussex Yeomanry, in Kent, the second son of Mr Hall, 
fishmonger of West Street, Havant, fell from his horse and one of the hoofs 
descended on the rider's face. He was admitted, unconscious, to Canterbury 
Hospital. [He later recovered.] 

15.3.1915 - A postcard from Private C Pratt, who has been in a prisoner of 
war camp since the end of August, states: / am in the best of health. The boots 
fit all right but I haven't had a line from you since January 4th. I shall be able to 
write more often now, six times a month. When you write next send a tin of boot 
polish, a small brush and a loaf. Rifleman B Pratt writes: Windebank is in 
hospital somewhere. 

26.3.1915 - A letter received from Private Dawes of Homewell, serving in 
the 6th Hampshire Regiment in India, states: We are all used to our new life 
now and are getting 'quite old soldiers'. We shall have tons of yarns to spin 
when we get home and, after all, there is no place like good old England. It is 11 
pm. and I am bungalow orderly. We take it in turns to guard our rifles at night. 
While I am on my lonesome 1 shall be able to think of all the old friends at 
Havant fast asleep. 


Throughout the war hundreds of churches, including St Faith's Church, 
collected money for The Times Fund. In 1916 St Faith's contributed £4 
17s. 2d. rising to £6 2s. Od. in 1918. By 1917 the fund had reached almost 
£8,000,000. There was also a British Red Cross Farmers' Fund to which 
Havant farmers contributed. 


2.4.1915 - No fewer than one hundred and forty seven sick and wounded 
soldiers have been treated at Langstone Hospital since it was opened some 
four months ago. Canon Scott described the institution as a good home of self- 
sacrificing and patriotic kindness. 

The roll of Havant Church School boys now serving in the Navy or Army has 
risen to two hundred. 
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5.5.1915 - Fundraising was taking place for the Soldiers' Institute at 
Waldron House, which had opened in April. The Institute was being managed 
by the Voluntary Aid Detachment and the British Red Cross Society, to 
provide accommodation for soldiers, from a number of troops, during their 
stay in the area. 

4.6.1915 - A girl ticket collector has attracted considerable notice at Havant 
Railway Station since she commenced work this week. She is attired in smart 
blue uniform and a peak cap. She has taken the place of a young man in 
whom she is interested, who is now serving in the Royal Army Medical Corps. 

11.6.1915 - The employment of women to release men for war service has 
become noticeable in Havant during the week. Another girl ticket collector 
has commenced duty and in one or two instances women have been 
appointed to clerical work. 

18.6.1915 - The Mayor of Portsmouth has opened a recruiting office at 12 
East Street, Havant, for the 2nd Portsmouth Battalion of the Hampshire 
Regiment. An advantage of the new battalion is that friends will be kept in 
the same company and there is no fear of being drafted into other regiments. 
The committee consists of Major Gamblen, H Treagust and WR Butter. 
[Young men were eager to volunteer; it was a stigma to be out of uniform 
without an adequate reason.] 

30.7.1915 - Men of the Royal Naval barracks in Portsmouth had arranged 
two outings to Leigh Park for Navy and Marine widows, their children, and 
mothers of the fallen, of all ranks. The first outing had taken place with 
brakes being used to convey the large party [about three hundred] to the 
event, where they were greeted by the playing of bagpipes and drums. 
Activities included football, cricket, quoits and races with prizes; swing boats 
were lent by Mr Brixey and the adults viewed Lady Fitzwygram's private 
grounds. A splendid tea was provided and three clowns caused a lot of fun. 
The children received chocolates and sweets. However, the sombre 
mourning in which the guests were dressed told its own tale. 

6.8.1915 - For some reason Havant Council School and Havant Church 
School decided that instead of five weeks summer holiday they would have 
four weeks in the summer and a week midway between August and 
Christmas. 

There was a public meeting in Havant Park to mark the first anniversary of 
the declaration of war. Several hundred attended to hear speeches from the 
Rector and Colonel Stubbington. 
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20.8.1915 - So far as Havant is concerned fully five hundred Havant young 
men have joined either the Army or the Navy and this is a very creditable 
total considering the size of the town. 

Since the outbreak of war there have been many complaints about the 
unusually large number of cars, mostly driven by service officers or men, 
who are at all times of the day passing through the town, many being driven 
at speed. The East and West Streets are very narrow and it is all the more 
necessary that motorists should pass through at a moderate speed. 

3.9.1915 - Thomas Bruce, Royal Fleet Auxiliary, son of Mrs Bruce of The 
Woodlands, Havant, has been awarded the 3rd class of the Royal Order of St 
Ann, with swords, by the Czar of Russia. 

10.9.1915 - A fete was held at Penshurst, Leigh Road, in aid of the hospital at 
Langstone. It was arranged by members of the Havant Congregational 
Church and the house was lent by Mr and Mrs T Mcllroy. The fete was 
opened by Lady Fitzwygram, who wore a plum-coloured dress of silk broche, 
with a hat to match, trimmed with ostrich feathers. Some of the convalescent 
wounded attended. 308 patients have been treated, including Belgians, 
Britishers and some Canadians. £80 was raised for the hospital. 

11.9.1915 - Large numbers of the young men of the town have joined either 
Lord Kitchener's Army or the Territorials. Each evening the local rifle range 
is crowded. 

15.9.1915 - Havant officer, Captain Courtenay Church of the 4th Essex 
Regiment, has been wounded on the Gallipoli Peninsular and is now in 
hospital. He is the son of Mrs Worthington of [Flint House] Langstone. 

24.9.1915 - Revd G Standing, son of Councillor and Mrs Standing of North 
Street and senior chaplain under the United Band of Free Churches, has 
written from the front. He and the Church of England chaplain have 
borrowed a Red Cross tent to use as a soldiers' club and he appeals for 
games, paper and envelopes and a few simple instruments e.g. mouth organs, 
kettle drum, flutes, concertina, melodeon etc. The tent is full every night. 

When His Majesty the King recently inspected some troops, who were 
guarding an internment camp, he asked if there were any men present who 
were with Lord Roberts in the march to Kandahar in 1880. Private Frederick 
Neal, a naval reservist when war broke out in 1914, stepped forward with 
another man. The King shook Neal's hand and directed that he should be 
transferred to the Royal Engineers, where his pay would be increased. [See 
Frederick Neal junior on the Havant Roll of Honour.] 
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Private Smith of the Hampshire Regiment (Portsmouth Battalion], can be 
seen in Havant wearing khaki and recruiting ribbons. He is well-known in 
Havant. Not only has he responded to his country's call but he has three sons 
who are on active service and have been wounded. 

Gathering Information in 2013 

Before 1914 Havant was a small rural market town with numerous shops 
and public houses and a railway station, all of which provided employment. 
There were areas of terraced houses, some with very large families crammed 
into them, and at the other end of the scale there were late Victorian and 
Edwardian developments of substantial houses with large gardens, providing 
employment for house servants and gardeners. The 1911 Havant census 
shows that a large proportion of men were working in the leather and 
parchment industries. With up to a dozen children in some families, most 
wartime deaths would have brought grief to numerous relatives and friends. 
Also certain roads in Havant were more affected than others. 

In researching the names on the WW1 Roll of Honour I found that there 
were some spelling mistakes and where different names have been used in 
significant records I have given the alternatives. 

The most useful sources include the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission [CWGC] website, censuses, parish registers, electoral rolls, the 
ancestry.co.uk website, newspapers, and information from living relatives, 
some of whom have kindly allowed the use of photographs of the fallen. The 
addresses given come mainly from the 1911 census, the 1914 electoral roll 
or the CWGC website. Some addresses will be for the date the memorial was 
erected. In several cases the widow has remarried and moved elsewhere. 

Some of the Havant casualties are buried in the Warblington and Havant 
Cemeteries with CWGC style headstones; others have their names inscribed 
on family graves. Inside Warblington Church there is a small memorial 
plaque near to the reredos, which was erected in 1919 in memory of those 
men of the parish who lost their lives in the Great War. 

There were, of course, Havant men who served in and survived the Great 
War. For example, Archibald Lewis Godwin was apprenticed to Mr Treagust 
as a bricklayer between the ages of fourteen and sixteen. He joined the army 
in 1908, aged 18, and served in France, returning to the building trade after 
the war ended. It was Mr Godwin who built the central block of Havant War 
Memorial Hospital. 

If you have any additional information or if there are any corrections please 
contact me at: Ann Griffiths, c/o The Spring Arts and Heritage Centre, 58 East 
Street, HAVANT, P09 IBS. www.thespring.co.uk 
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Havant War Memorial Cross 
The Great War Roll of Honour 

STEWART CLIFFORD BEVERLEY BAKER - Private 29763, 22nd Battalion 
Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 11th February 1917, aged 21. 

LA NEUVILLE COMMUNAL CEMETERY, France. 



No. 21 Casualty Clearing Station came to La Neuville 
in April 1916 and stayed there during the 1916 
Battles of the Somme, until March 1917. 

Born Havant. Son of Frederick, leather grounder, and 
Eliza Baker, 8 Spring Cottages, Lymbourne Road. 
1911 Havant census: stationer's errand boy aged 14. 


JOHN CHARLES BATTELL - Private 6830, 1st Battalion Hampshire 
Regiment. 

Died 2nd May 1915, aged 29. 

YPRES (MENIN GATE] MEMORIAL, France. 

The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 1915, when the Germans used 
poison gas for the first time on the Allied lines north of Ypres. 

Born Havant. Son of William H Battell, Havant pork butcher. 1911 Havant 
census: general labourer and boarder at the home of his future in-laws, 
Edward and Ruth Ware of 1 Clematis Cottage, Stockheath. Married Daisy 
Ware in 1911. Two children; Daisy born 1912 and John born 1914. 

WILLIAM THOMAS BEAGLEY - Private 11121, 14th Battalion Hampshire 
Regiment. 

Died 7th November 1917, aged 36. 

TYNE COT MEMORIAL to the missing, Ypres. 

Born Havant. Son of Alfred, general labourer, and Mary Beagley, of 6 
Clarendon Road, Brockhampton Lane, Havant. 1901 census: Stoker engineer 
Royal Navy, Valetta, Malta. 1911 census: Beagley was on board the battleship 
HMS Renown, which was used for training stokers. 

FRANK GEORGE BEATON - Private 241932, 9th Battalion Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment. 
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Died 30th October 1918, aged 21. 

KIRKEE 1914-18 MEMORIAL, India. Died in Mesopotamia. 

Born Havant. Son of Willie and Mary Beaton. 1911 census: both Willie and 
Frank (14} are labourers in a fellmonger's [skin-dealer's] yard. Family living 
at 57 West Street, Havant. 

HENRY WYNTER BLATHWAYT - Major, 74th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died 30th November 1917, aged 40. 

See De Ruvigny's Roll of Honour. 

ORIVAL WOOD (Bois D'Orival] CEMETERY, FLESQUIERES, France. 

Henry died during the second Battle of Cambrai. 

Born India. Son of Charles George Wynter and Alice Mary 
Blathwayt. In 1910, Henry married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Hon. John and Mrs de Grey. Elizabeth, the youngest of three 
children, was born in Havant, in 1917, shortly before her 
father's death. Widow's address, Drewsborough, Denvilles, 
Havant, Also see WW1 plaque in Warblington Church. 



Henry's grandson writes in 2012: 

My Grandmother, Elizabeth, was staying atDyrham Park, with members of my 
Grandfather’s family, just north of Bath, when news of my Grandfather’s death 
arrived. She spoke of how she already sensed he had died even before the 
telegram came. Very shortly afterwards, she left Havant to be nearer to other 
members of the family. 

ARTHUR EDWARD BOINTON - Acting Corporal 12877, 14th Battalion 
Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 10th July 1916, aged 46. 

CAMBRIN CHURCHYARD EXTENSION, France. 

This extension was used for front line burials until February 1917. 

Born Balderton Notts. Son of William Bointon, miller, who died in 1909. 
Arthur married Ellen Elizabeth Fisher at Havant in 1894. 1901 census: coal 
merchant, living with wife and daughter at 1 Clarendon Road. 1911 Havant 
census: 'frizer' for a leather dresser, wife Helen [35], daughter Eva [16] 
dressmaker. Address 8 Potash Terrace. 
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JOHN CHARLES BRIGHT - Plumber 340247, Royal Fleet Auxiliary Reliance. 
Died 16th May 1918, aged 42. 

Killed by means other than disease, accident or enemy action. 

EAST MUDROS MILITARY CEMETERY, Greece. 



On 16th May 1918, Inspector of Engine Fitters WE Armes and Plumber John 
Charles Bright, Mercantile Marine Reserve, 340247, both discharged dead - 
both drowned. They were buried at East Mudros on the Greek Island of 
Limnos. 

Born Bristol. 1901 census: aged 25, plumber's mate on board HMS 
Resolution, at Gibraltar. Married Alice Matilda Shepherd 1903. 1911 census: 
Alice is living with their four daughters and her father Charles Shepherd, 
builder's labourer, at 4 Selbourne Road, Havant. Youngest daughter, Rosaline, 
born 1916. Later living at 1 Selbourne Road. 

WILLIAM BROOMAN - Leading Seaman 138931, leading boatman, 
Coastguard Service. 

Died 8th, August 1915, aged 45, when HMS India, an armoured merchant 
cruiser, was torpedoed and sunk by U-22 off Norway. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL, Southsea Common. 



Born Hastings. Son of John and Caroline Elizabeth Brooman. Married Lily 
Wedge at Portsea in 1896. 1901 census: coastguard aged 29, living at 
Winchelsea with wife and two small children. By 1911 the family was at the 
coastguard station at Hove; William (13] was at the Royal Hospital Schools 
for Sons of Seamen at Greenwich and there were four more children. In 1919 
Lily married Samuel Woods at Havant and they lived at 3 Market Lane. 
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CHARLES KING VALENTINE BROWN - Major, 102nd Battalion King 
Edward's Own Grenadiers (Indian Army}. 

Died 25th October 1918, aged 36. 

KIRKEE 1914-1918 MEMORIAL, India. 

Born Alverstoke. In 1906, at Kensington, married Frances Gertrude May, 
daughter of Lieutenant Henson Bancroft*. Son Frederick George Valentine 
Brown born at Mhow, India, in 1908. 1911 Havant census: Charles' father, 
Major Valentine Brown, Royal Marines [retired]; wife Sarah Jane, and 
daughter Beatrice Mary, aged 27. Living at Lauriston, Denvilles. 

*Burke's Peerage records that Charles' father-in-law was 'a steeplechase 
jockey, duellist, and sometime officer with a French Arab cavalry unit in 
Morocco or Algiers. He was an Aide-de-Camp to HRH The Duke of Cambridge. 
He gained the rank of Lieutenant in the service of the 17th Lancers. 

Charles' brother, Leslie Keppel Valentine Brown, Military Cross, served 
throughout the war, in France, Gallipoli, Serbia, Egypt and Salonika. In 1919 
he married Kathleen, daughter of AE Stallard, but died at Riversdale, Leigh 
Road, on 3rd July 1924. Leslie is buried at St John the Baptist's Church, 
Redhill, Rowland's Castle. 

EDWARD FREDERICK BURGESS - Officers' Steward 2nd class L/470, HMS 
Invincible. FREDERICK EDWARD BURGES on CWGC website. 

Died 31st May 1916, aged 25. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 



Battle of Jutland, 31st May 1916. HMS Invincible sank within 90 seconds after 
being fired on by two German ships. The explosion broke the ship in half. 
1,026 officers and men were killed, including Rear-Admiral Hood. Only six 
survivors picked up. 

Born Portsmouth. In 1915 married Alice Boyce Green, a 'between-maid' of 14 
Selbourne Road, Havant. Daughter Winifred, born 1915. Alice remarried to 
Mr Herbert Sims in 1920 and lived at 11 Selbourne Road. (See CH Knight 
below, who was also lost in HMS Invincible .] 
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EDWARD JAMES CAMPKIN - Private L/5810, 2nd Battalion Royal Sussex 
Regiment. 

Died 12th May 1915, aged 33. 

LONGUENESSE (ST OMER) SOUVENIR CEMETERY, France. 

St Omer was the General HQ of the British Expeditionary Force from October 
1914 to March 1916. 

Born Kensington. Son of Thomas and Emily Campkin. In 1909 married Alice 
Maud Jacobs at Portsmouth. 1911 census: aged 29, platelayer, living at Fern 
Cottage, Langstone, with wife and daughter Marjorie (4). Second daughter, 
Nellie, born 1913. Widow's address in 1915 was St Helen's, Grove Rd, 
Havant. 



FREDERICK (FRANK) GEORGE CARPENTER - Private 9645, 5th Battalion 
Dorsetshire Regiment. 

Died 15th January 1917, aged 22. 

ETAPLES MILITARY CEMETERY, France. 

This area was important, as it was fairly remote and a good base for 
hospitals. In 1917, 100,000 troops were camped in the sand dunes and the 
hospitals were able to deal with numerous casualties. 

Born Denvilles, Havant. Son of William and Elizabeth Carpenter of 30 East 
Street, Havant. 1911 census: father, William Carpenter, bricklayer's labourer; 
Frederick (Frank), splitter at the parchment works, with four siblings aged 4 
to 11, all living at 30 East Street, Havant. 

ALFRED EDWARD CARTER - Private 27607, 2nd Battalion Hampshire 
Regiment. 

Died 24th December 1918, aged 33. 

TERLINCTHUN BRITISH CEMETERY, France. 

Chiefly used for burials from the base hospitals. 

Born Havant. 1901 Havant census: domestic gardener aged 15. 1911 census: 
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house painter aged 25 and eldest son of Elizabeth Jane and Edward Carter, a 
painter and glazier, of 3 Sultan Terrace, Lymbourne, Havant. In 1913 married 
Sarah Kate, daughter of Thomas Pullen, an ale and stout bottler. The Pullens 
lived at 70 West Street, Havant. Two children born between 1914 and 1916. 

SAMUEL FREDERICK ('FRANK') CLARKE - 2nd Lieutenant, 6th Pioneer 
Battalion, Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 7th August 1917, aged 24. 

VLAMERTINGHE NEW MILITARY CEMETERY, Belgium. 



Born Langstone, Havant. Son of the late John Bridger Clarke (died 1897) and 
Ellen Clarke (died 1899). Brought up by relatives at Homewell House, 
Havant. Bank clerk before WW1. Family notes say that Frank served with the 
British Expeditionary Force in France from 5th November 1914 to 6th January 
1915, entering the theatre as a Corporal in the 26th Field Ambulance, Royal 
Army Medical Corps and latterly with the 3rd Wessex Field Ambulance, Royal 
Army Medical Corps. He was discharged to a commission in the 5th Reserve 
Battalion Hampshire Regiment on 23rd November 1916. While serving as a 2nd 
Lieutenant with the 6th attached 11th Battalion Hampshire Regiment he was 
killed in action on 7th August 1917. 

JAMES HERBERT CONWAY - Private 238044, 2nd Battalion Worcestershire 
Regiment (formerly 26190, Hampshire Regiment). 

Died 29th September 1918, aged 23. 

PIGEON RAVINE CEMETERY, EPEHY, France. 

Born Havant. 1911 census: railway clerk (16). Son of James and Sarah Anne 
Conway (nee Wade). Father's occupation, cabman in father-indaw's business. 
Living at Ivy Side, South Street, Havant. James the younger was killed in 
action. (See also Charles Hagell below.) 

SAMUEL ARTHUR COOKE - Lieutenant Colonel, 38th King's Own Central 
India Horse. 

Died 26th March 1918, aged 48. 
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HIGHLAND ROAD CEMETERY, PORTSMOUTH. 

Born India 1869. Son of Ellen and the late Professor Samuel Cooke (Principal 
of College of Sciences, Poona], In 1905, at Southsea, Samuel married 
Constance May, daughter of Major-General GRJ Shakespear. They had four 
children. 

On leave when war broke out, Cooke applied to go to France and served in 
Flanders from December 1914 to March 1917. Promoted to Lieutenant 
Colonel in 1915 after 26 years service. Invalided and died in England of heart 
disease contracted in France. See service career in The Times, 2nd May 1918 
(page 4], His widow was living with the Shakespear family at South View, 
Denvilles, Havant 

ALBERT EDWARD CRASWELLER - Private 54796, 15th (Service] Battalion 
Hampshire Regiment. CRASSWELLER on the CWGC website. 

Died 4th April 1918, aged 19. 

LIJSSENTHOEK MILITARY CEMETERY, Belgium. 

As it was close to the Front but not too vulnerable, casualty clearing stations 
were established at Lijssenthoek. Between April and August 1918, the 
casualty stations were replaced by field ambulances, due to the German 
advance. 

Born Brockhampton, Havant. 1911 census: aged 12 and living at 
Brockhampton with parents Frederick (Fred], a farm carter, and Sarah 
Crasweller, plus three brothers. Died of wounds. Parents' address, 18 
Clarendon Road, Brockhampton, Havant. 

ALFRED JOHN CRASWELLER - Private 20711, 15th Battalion Hampshire 
Regiment. 

Died 7th October 1916, aged 18. 

THIEPVAL MEMORIAL, Authuille, France. 

Memorial to the missing and unidentified of the Battle of the Somme. 

Born Havant. Brother of Albert, above. Crassweller, an old Hayling name, is 
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usually spelt with a double 's'. 

WILLIAM JOHN CROCKFORD - Gunner 94307, C Battery, 58th Brigade 
Royal Field Artillery. 

Died 29th September 1917, aged 26. 

NEW IRISH FARM CEMETERY, Belgium. 

This cemetery, near leper (Ypres], was first used from August to November 
1917. 

Born Alton, Hants. The 1911 census has the family living at The Cobden 
Arms, 68 West St Havant, with William (John] and his brother as butchers 
[workers]. Their parents are John, beer retailer, and Emma Crockford. In 
1915 William married Eliza A Cole. CWGC has William John's widow as Eliza 
Amelia Crockford of Battins Cottage, Stoke, North Hayling. 

ERNEST DEADMAN - Gunner 645243, Royal Field Artillery Driver with 51st 
Divisional Ammunition Column, Royal Field Artillery, which served with 51st 
(Highland] Division. (Dedman was the usual spelling used by this branch of 
the family.] 

Died 15th January 1920, aged 25. 

WARBLINGTON CEMETERY, Havant. 

Born Warblington 1894. 1911 census: Ernest (17] son of George, a cowman, 
and Mary Dedman. Ernest is a gardener to Mr Pratt at Sheaf House, West St, 
Havant. Served in France for over two years. Admitted to hospital 1916 with 
scabies. Wounded in 1917 in face and right leg; spinal cord fractured. Sent to 
King George Hospital, Stamford St, SE1. Discharged physically unfit 27th 
September 1917. A letter from the hospital stated that the Red Cross was 
seeking to get Ernest admitted to a hospital near his home, The Old Mill at 
Langstone, as he would need to be on a water bed and receive careful nursing 
day and night. 'Langston Towers Relief Hospital' would not be suitable. 

A poignant notice in The News records that Ernest died from wounds received 
in France. Two and a half years. Patiently borne. From mother, father, sisters 
and brothers, Langston, Havant. 

Three more of the Dedman boys served in the Royal Navy. Theodore 
George, born 1881, was at Genoa for the 1911 census as a stoker in the Royal 
Yacht Victoria and Albert. The ship was awaiting the arrival of Queen 
Alexandra. In 1917 Theodore was promoted to Stoker Petty Officer. Percy 
George, was born in 1885 and joined the Royal Navy in 1903. He served 
throughout the war in HMS Castor. The ship was damaged in the Battle of 
Jutland and suffered ten casualties. Percy was also on patrol and convoy 
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duties and became a chief stoker. Albert Edward, born 1887, is in Sydney for 
the 1911 census, as a 'Stoker 1st Class', on board the protected cruiser HMS 
Powerful. He continued to serve during WW1 and became a stoker petty 
officer. William John 'Jack' Dedman, born 1891, served in the Royal Navy 
throughout both world wars. He enlisted in 1910, aged 18. He came out of the 
Navy in 1932 but volunteered for service during the whole of WW2. His 
records show that he was a man of very good conduct. (See pages 53 and 54.] 

RICHARD DOLLIN - Private 13473, Northampton Fusiliers. 

or RAYMOND R DOLLIN. 

Died 25th September 1915, aged 23. 

LOOS MEMORIAL, France. 

There is no Richard Dollin in the CWGC list of casualties for WW1 but there is 
a Raymond Dollin, who was in the Northampton Fusiliers. It appears that the 
memorial at Loos has him as Raymond R Dollin, so that Richard was possibly 
his middle name. Raymond enlisted at Portsmouth. 

Born East Barnet, Hertfordshire, 1892. Son of Frederick and Rachel Dollin. 
1911 census has a Raymond Dollin who is a gardener in Sheffield, aged 19. 

WILLIAM GEORGE EDNEY - Sergeant H/10883, 10th Prince of Wales’ Own 
Royal Hussars Battalion Household Cavalry and Cavalry of the Line 
(including Yeomanry and Imperial Camel Corps], 

Died 9th October 1918, aged 35. 

BUSIGNY COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION, France. 

Busigny was captured by the 30th American Division and British Cavalry on 
9th October 1918, the day that William died, in the Battle of Cambrai. The 
cemetery extension was begun in October 1918 and used until February 
1919. 

Born Portsmouth. 1901 Havant census: son of William, licensed victualler, 
and Amelia Edney of the Anchor Inn, 5 South Street. William junior, aged 17, 
is a barman at the Anchor Inn. 1911 census: William's parents are still 
running the Anchor Inn. 

CHARLES THOMAS EVANS - Rifleman 321852, 'B' Company. 2nd/6th 
Battalion London Regiment (City of London Rifles], 

Died 21st May 1917, aged 27. 

ARRAS MEMORIAL at Faubourg-d’Amiens Cemetery, France. 

Born Gosport. Son of CT Evans (Quartermaster Sergeant, Royal Marine Light 
Infantry] and Mrs Evans, of Gosport. 1911 census: Penny Bazaar manager, 
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shopkeeper on own account, living with his family at VC Stores, North Street 
Gosport, Charles' widow, Rose E Evans, lived at 45 Doneraile Street, Fulham, 
London. 

GEORGE BERTRAM FISHER - Sapper 1702, lst/7th Hampshire Works 
Company (CWGC], Royal Engineers. 

Died 12th June 1916, aged 29. 

HAVANT CEMETERY (G 1280], 

Born Camberwell. Married Ellen Louise Staker in 1909. In 1901 she was a 
scullery maid at The Oaks, Emsworth. 1911 census: George is a farm carter at 
Ham Farm, Sidlesham, with wife and one infant son. CWGC has him as son of 
Mrs Louisa Banfield, of Albourne, Hassocks, Sussex, and his widow as Ellen 
Louise Clark (formerly Fisher], of 4 Church Road, South Hayling. George died 
at home. 

SIR FREDERICK LOFTUS FRANCIS FITZWYGRAM Bt MC - Major, 2nd 
Battalion Scots Guards. 

Died 5th May 1920, aged 35. 

UNITED KINGDOM BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE. 

The Register is maintained at the CWGC Head Office, Maidenhead. (Viewing 
by appointment only]. The Book of Remembrance commemorates United 
Kingdom casualties of the two World Wars who were not formerly recorded 
by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

Born Kingston, Surrey, in 1884. Wounded at The Battle of Festubert in 1915 
during a raid on German trenches and detained by the enemy. On an 
exchange of prisoners taking place he went into internment in Belgium, 
where he remained until after the Armistice. Awarded the Military Cross for 
his part in the fight. Reported in The Times, 7th May 1920, as having died at 
Queen Alexandra Military Hospital, Millbank, London, from blood poisoning 
following influenza. 

The Times, 24th May 1915 - News has reached Leigh Park that Captain Sir 
Frederick Fitzwygram, Scots Guards, has been taken prisoner by the Germans. 
He was wounded in December last. 

The Times Court Circular, 18th June 1915 - Lady Fitzwygram of Leigh Park 
received information yesterday that her son Captain Sir Frederick Fitzwygram, 
Scots Guards, is a prisoner in Germany and is quite well. He was last seen 
leading his company into action a month ago. On May 24th he was unofficially 
stated to be a prisoner and two days later he was officially reported to be 
missing. 
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10th May 1920 - Major Fitzwygram's body was brought from London to 
Leigh Park House, which he had inherited from his father, in 1904, and taken 
to the funeral service at St Faith's Church on a gun carriage. He was buried at 
St John's Church, Redhill. 

ERNEST EDWARD FREESTON - Serjeant 281126, 2/5th (Territorial Force] 
Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 12th March 1918, aged 26. 

RAMLEH WAR CEMETERY, Israel and Palestine. 



A family member writes in 2012: 

Ernest was baptised 27th September 1891 at St Faith’s Church Havant. He was 
the 5th child of Alfred Charles Freeston and his wife Annie Catherine Wilson of 
79 West Street, Havant. Alfred was a skilled leather worker in the leather 
tannery and most of the Freeston men going right back were in the leather 
trade. Another popular profession was teaching and a lot of the Freestons were 
teachers. The Freestons were very much involved with church activities and 
were very sporty, being good runners and into cricket and football. The 
photograph is of Ernest, aged 17, from a family group picture that I think was 
taken in 1908 to celebrate 25 years of marriage for his parents. 

WILLIAM HENRY FRY - Lieutenant, 2nd Hampshire Regiment and 88th 
Company Machine Gun Corps. 

Died 26th May 1917, aged 22. 

DUISANS BRITISH CEMETERY ETRUN, France. 

Born Portsmouth. Son of William Henry and Florence Ann Fry of South View, 
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Denville, Havant. 1911 Havant census: law student, born Portsmouth. 
Father's occupation, retired house decorator. Also see personal memorial 
wall plaque in Warblington Church, which shows that William was in the 
29th Division in the evacuations from Suvla Bay and Cape Helles. 

LESLIE GARDNER - Private 119534, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry], Havant 
Memorial has him as LESLIE GARDENER, Hampshire Regiment, but the 
above is the nearest candidate. 

Died 21st March 1918, aged 19. 

POZIERES MEMORIAL, France. 

Born Portsmouth. 1911 census: living at Southsea with parents, Alfred 
William Gardner, registrar of births and deaths, and Miriam Gardner. The 
family later lived at Lansdowne, Havant. 

FREDERICK GREEN - Lance Corporal 209127, Hampshire Regiment. 

Most likely candidate is Frederick Green - Private, lst/4th Battalion Duke of 
Edinburgh's Own Wiltshire Regiment. (Formerly 2028 Hampshire Regiment.] 

Died 19th September 1918, aged 23. 

RAMLEH WAR CEMETERY, Israel and Palestine. 

Born Havant. Son of George and Ellen Green. 1901 census: living at home, at 
Brockhampton. 1911 census: family address is 1 Clarendon Road and father's 
occupation, cowman on a farm. 

CHARLES HAGELL - Private 41100, 4th Battalion Royal Fusiliers (City of 
London Regiment], 

Died 9th November 1916, aged 33. 

EUSTON ROAD CEMETERY, COLINCAMPS, France. 

Born Sussex. Son of William and Jane Hagell. 1901 Sussex census: clerk to a 
miller. Married Minnie Augusta Conway of Ivyside, South Street, Havant, in 
1915. Minnie also lost her brother James Conway, above, in 1918. 

PERCIVAL JACK ROBERTS HARDEN - Ordinary Seaman J85740, HMS 
Glatton. 

Died 16th September 1918, aged 18. 

GILLINGHAM (WOODLANDS] CEMETERY, Kent. 
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On 16th September 1918, without even going into action, HMS Glatton 
suffered a large fire in one of her 6-inch magazines, and Admiral Keyes' 
options were governed by the fact that the ammunition ship Gransha lay in 
the next berth 150 yards away. HMS Glatton was torpedoed to prevent an 
explosion of her main magazines that would have devastated Dover. Her 
wreck was partially salvaged in 1926, and moved to where it would not 
obstruct sea traffic. It was later buried by landfill underneath the car ferry 
terminal. 79 officers and men were lost and 105 injured. In 1930, when the 
ship was opened up, the remains of 58 bodies were buried in one grave at 
Gillingham. 

Born Havant. Son of George and Mary Harden (nee Pearson] of 4 East Street 
and nephew of Louisa Pearson of Douglass and Pearson, drapers, also 4 East 
Street. 

WILLIAM HARRIS - Private 280762, lst/6th Battalion Hampshire Regiment. 
Died on 11th September 1916, aged 26. 

BAGHDAD (North Gate] WAR CEMETERY, Iraq. 

The Havant 1911 census has a William Harris, born Havant, living at 80 West 
Street, with his parents William and Sarah Harris, and ten younger siblings. 
Both William and his father are skinners at the parchment works. 

HENRY GEORGE HARVEY - Private 14156, 14th Battalion Hampshire 
Regiment. GEORGE HENRY ALLEN HARVEY (CWGC and other sources]. 

Died 5th September 1916, aged 20. 

COUIN BRITISH CEMETERY, France. 

Born Havant. Son of Edwin Allen Harvey (army pensioner, who served in 
South Africa and later as a volunteer in France]. 1911 census has George as a 
labourer to a parchment maker, aged 14, with family living at 45 West Street, 
Havant. He died of wounds. 
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WILLIAM HAYNES - Gunner, RMA/5863, Royal Marine Artillery (Head 
Quarters Eastney], 

Died 4th June 1916, aged 37. 

HAVANT CEMETERY, Eastern Road. Block J. 13.1243. 

Died from wounds received at the Battle of Jutland, his ship HMS Malaya 
having been hit eight times on 31st May 1916. (See JWC Pullen below.] 

Born Wokingham. Son of Thomas, police constable, and Emma Haynes.1901 
census: Grand Harbour, Malta, aged 22. Married Ethel Hounsome in 1910. 



Daughter, Constance, born Havant in 1915. The CWGC has Ethel at 8 
Clarendon Road, Havant. See her brother, Private Henry George Hounsome, 
below. 

FREDERICK 'FRED' HAZLEWOOD - Leading Seaman 202881, HMS Queen 
Mary. Confirmed by relatives as incorrectly spelt Hazelwood on the Havant 
Memorial. 

Died 31st May 1916, aged 34. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

During the battle of Jutland, after receiving direct hits from the German battle 
cruisers SMS Seydlitz and SMS Derfflinger, HMS Queen Mary blew up with the 
loss of 1,266 crew. There were few survivors. 



Born Winchester. Son of Frederick, labourer, and Caroline Hazlewood. 
Married Mabel Metherell 1911. She was a servant to Arthur Nicholson of 
Alverstoke, ship builder. Two sons born Alverstoke. By 1916 the Hazlewoods 
are living at 15 Waterloo Road, Havant. The widowed Mabel is at 6 
Somerstown Cottages, Havant. 
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HERBERT HEATH - Private 18864,15th Battalion Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 15th September 1916, aged 24. 

THIEPVAL MEMORIAL, France. 

Born Wiltshire. 1901 census: son of Robert, a shepherd on Portsdown Hill, 
and Hester Heath. In 1911 Herbert is a farm labourer aged 19, living at 2 
Kimberley Cottages, Denmead, with his widowed mother. Also see memorial 
plaque in Warblington Church. The Times, 1st March 1917, reports his death 
as: Heath, 18864, Havant 

FREDERICK HEDGCOCK - Private 42319, 2nd Battalion Hampshire 
Regiment. 

Died 16th June 1918, aged 19. 

EBBLINGHEM MILITARY CEMETERY, France. 

The cemetery was begun by the 2nd and 15th Casualty Clearing Stations, 
who came to Ebblinghem in April 1918 at the beginning of the German 
offensive. 

Born Havant. Son of Henry Hedgcock, carpenter, and Ellen Hedgcock of 93 
Haven Terrace, West Street, Havant. Frederick was one of eleven children. 

ALBERT FREDERICK HEDGER - Private 45533, 2nd Battalion Devonshire 
Regiment. 

Died 14th April 1917, aged 22. 

VILLERS HILL BRITISH CEMETERY, VILLERS-GUISLAIN, France. 

Born Havant. Son of Albert and Eliza Jane Hedger. 1911 census: splitter lad in 
parchment manufactory, aged 16; family living in Brockhampton Lane. 

EDWARD FREDERICK HENSLER - Private 32509, lst/4th Battalion 
Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 5th November 1918, aged 24 years. 

KIRKEE MEMORIAL, India. 

Born Havant. Son of the late Daniel Hensler and Bertha Hensler of 5 Leigh 
Cottages, Leigh Road. Daniel (a carter] died in 1896 and Bertha died in 1921, 
before the Havant Memorial Cross was dedicated. In the 1911 census for 
Havant, Edward was a gardener aged 16. 

HENRY 'HARRY' WRIGHT HOOKER - Sergeant L/9177, 2nd Battalion 
Queen's Own Royal West Surrey Regiment. 

Died 9th August 1916, aged 26. 
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HEILLY STATION CEMETERY, Mericourt-l’Abbe, France 

Born Havant. Son of John, a railway porter, who died in 1905, and Maria 
Hooker. The family lived at North-End Cottage, New Lane, Havant. Henry was 
a gardener before enlisting aged 18 years 10 months. Married Dora Emily 
Lloyd in 1915. Daughter Emily Ellen born 8 days after Harry's death from 
wounds. His wife received a pension of 16/- a week. A poignant letter from 
her dated 13th December 1916 states: 

My husband's things was received by me this morning the 13th inst. 

Re late Sergt HW Hooker 9177 2nd Queen's Regt. 

Believe me 

Yrs faithfully Emily Hooker. 

ALFRED FRANCIS HOPKINS - Private E/642, 'C' Company, 17th Battalion 
Royal Fusiliers. 

Died 24th March 1918, aged 24. 

ARRAS MEMORIAL, at Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, France. 

Born Lavant, West Sussex. 1911 census: son of Alfred, a cabinet maker, and 
Frances Hopkins, of 2 Lymbourne Road, Havant. Alfred junior is a 'clerk 
(auctioneer]', aged 16. Also see plaque in Warblington Church. 

HENRY GEORGE HOUNSOME - Private PO/9897, Royal Marine Light 
Infantry. 

Died 13th January 1915, aged 32. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 



Died when HMS Viknor sank with the loss of all hands, while on patrol in 
heavy seas off Tory Island (NW of County Donegal], It is thought that HMS 
Viknor struck a German mine. Henry Hounsome's body was not recovered for 
burial. 

Born Havant. Son of George, 'fellmonger labourer', and Mary Jane Hounsome, 
8 Clarendon Road, Havant. Sister of Ethel Flora Haynes, above. 1911 census: 
no occupation, retired soldier, aged 28. 
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ARTHUR HUMPHREYS - Sergeant 241965, 2/6th Battalion Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment. Formerly 2097 Hampshire Regiment. Croix de 
Guerre (with palm]. 

Died 12th April 1918, aged 23. 

PLOEGSTEERT MEMORIAL, Belgium. 

Born Derby. 1911 census: skin flesher, aged 16 and living at 3 Brockhampton 
Lane with his parents, Richard Humphreys and Maria Humphreys, plus three 
older brothers. All six family members were working at the parchment 
works, which was a major employer in Havant. Parents later at 44 East 
Street. 

GEORGE HUTCHINSON - Private 3112, 2nd/6th Battalion Hampshire 
Regiment. 

Died 10th January 1916, aged 36. 

BOURNEMOUTH EAST CEMETERY 

The WW1 burials are mainly of those men who died in local auxiliary or 
private hospitals. 

Born Aldbrough, Yorks. 1911 census: aged 32, domestic gardener living at 
The Bothy, Leigh Park Gardens, Leigh Park House, with two other gardeners. 

HENRY CLAUDE KEOGH - Second lieutenant, 13th Battalion Royal Sussex 
Regiment. 

Died 4th April 1917, aged 20. 

RAILWAY DUGOUTS BURIAL , Belgium. 

Born Farnham Surrey. Son of Claude and Elizabeth Keogh of Southsea. 
Father's occupation, master tailor. No connection found with Havant. 

CHARLES HENRY KNIGHT - Chief Electrician Artificer 2nd class 347837, 
HMS Invincible. 

Died 31st May 1916, aged 30. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 



Born Atherfield, Isle of Wight. Son of Maria Elizabeth of Shedfield, Grove 
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Road, Havant, and the late John Knight. Havant 1911 census: the widowed 
Maria is an assistant schoolmistress for Hampshire County Council and 
Charles is an electrician, Royal Navy. (See also FE Burges, above.] 

JOHN RICHARD LANGFORD - Serjeant 10758, 1st Battalion Worcestershire 
Regiment. 

Died 4th March 1917, aged 28. 

THIEPVAL MEMORIAL, France. 

Born Barnham, Sussex. Son of John, a railway signalman, and Ellen Langford. 
1911 census has the family home as 4 Sultan Terrace, Lymbourne Road, 
Havant. John the younger was killed in action. 

HAROLD LENG - Private 15023, 15th Battalion (Hampshire Yeomanry] 
Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 4th September 1918, aged 22. 

VOORMEZEELE ENCLOSURE No. 3, Belgium. 

These graves include those of many men of the 15th Hampshire Regiment 
and other units who recaptured this ground from the Germans early in 
September 1918. 

Born Havant. Son of Frederick, an upholsterer, and Clara Leng of Wyngate, 
Beechworth Road, Havant. Clara, daughter of Edward J Stent, a fellmonger, 
was born in Bendigo, Victoria, Australia, in 1866, her father having emigrated 
in 1863, aged 22, probably as part of the gold rush. The family returned in 
1878 and are in Havant for the 1881 census. Messrs Stent Brothers lent their 
house at Langstone during WW1 for use as a Red Cross hospital. 

Frederick Leng was chairman of Havant Urban District Council when the 
Havant Memorial was dedicated in 1922 and accepted its guardianship on 
behalf of the council. 

THOMAS ROY LONGCROFT - Lieutenant, 3rd attached 2nd Battalion 
Leicestershire Regiment. 

Died 25th September 1915, aged 26. 

LOOS MEMORIAL, France. 

Born Havant. Son of Edward Roy Longcroft, solicitor, and Helen Gertrude 
Longcroft, of Hall Place, South Street, Havant. 1911 Havant census: solicitor's 
articled clerk. Thomas' brother Charles lived at Langstone Lodge, Langstone, 
and lent his garden for summer fetes in the 1930s to raise money for the 
Havant War Memorial Hospital. 
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PERCY WILLIAM LONGLAND - Private 400873, Motor Transport Driver, 
Army Service Corps. 

Died 1st December 1921, aged 37. 

Born Brighton. Son of William and Harriett Ann Longland, nee Miller. 1911 
census: house painter, living with his aunt and uncle at Rowena, Fourth 
Avenue, Denvilles, Havant. Married Lilian Irvin in 1912. Daughter, Doris, 
born Havant in 1913. Percy served in France for about a year and was sent 
home 11th October 1919 with burns. Admitted Millbank Hospital 21st 
October 1919. Discharged unfit 16th February 1920 with 50% disability. 
Living at Ivanhoe, Fourth Avenue, Denvilles, when he died. 

A cousin adds: Percy lived with Harriett's older sister, Esther Phillips nee 
Miller, after the death of his father when he was a baby. Meanwhile, Percy's 
older sister Edith went to live with her mother, who moved back from Brighton 
to live with William Longland's mother, also called Harriett, in Westhampnett. 
Edith got married to Malcolm John Riches and finished her days in Westbourne. 
I have found out that Percy ended up in 1128 Company Army Service Corp, 
which was then changed to 1st Motor Transport Company and based in France 
at the time of the incident in which he was injured. A notice in The News states: 
Percy passed peacefully away after a brief illness. 

JAMES CARRON MARNIE - Seaman 2169A, Royal Naval Reserve, HMS 
Bulwark. 

Died 26th November 1914, aged 29. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

HMS Bulwark suffered an internal explosion off Sheerness, with the loss of 
736 men. Two of the 14 survivors died in hospital. The explosion was 
probably caused by the overheating of cordite charges that had been put next 
to a boiler room bulkhead. 

Born Dundee. Son of James Myles Marnie and Fanny Marie Marnie of Dulce 
Domum, Fourth Avenue, Denvilles, Havant. This was the home of Fanny's 
mother Jane Humphreys. (James is listed on the Havant Memorial at the end, 
out of alphabetical sequence.] 

GEORGE MARTIN - Private 20927,1st Battalion Hampshire Regiment. 

Died of wounds, 23rd August 1917, aged 34. 

DUISANS CEMETERY ETRUN, France. 

Most of the graves relate to the Battles of Arras in 1917 and the ensuing 
trench warfare. 
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Born in Sheerness, Kent. 1901 census: shoemaker aged 18 and living at 
Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth, with parents George and Eliza. 1911 census: 
George senior, a boot maker, is with his wife at 9 South Street, Havant. 
George junior, boot maker, is 27, single, and living at West Ashling. After the 
war George and Eliza are living in Portsmouth again. 

JAMES MARTIN - Private 20196,15th Battalion Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 15th September 1916, aged 34. 

BULLS ROAD CEMETERY FLERS, France. 

Born Havant. Son of Thomas, clerk to a fellmonger (skin-dealer], and 
Elizabeth Martin of 11 Homewell, Havant. 1911 census: domestic gardener 
aged 28, living at home. 

ARCHIBALD JOHN McNEILL - Private 7302, 2nd Battalion transferred to 
[243608] 422nd Agricultural Company, Labour Corps, Cheshire Regiment. 

Died 27th July 1918, aged 29. 

HAVANT CEMETERY (H. 1427], 

Born Colchester. Son of Charles and Sarah McNeill. Sent to London County 
Council Mayford Industrial School in June 1899, aged 10. He was a drummer 
in the school band. Enlisted in 1903, aged 14 years 7 months. Served in India 
between 1904 and 1914, where he contracted malaria in 1913. 1911 Hoxton 
census: just returned on furlough from India; father is a builder's foreman 
and following the death of Archibald's mother in 1907, is remarried with a 
new baby. After one month with the British Expeditionary Force in France 
Archibald was sent home in a hospital ship in February 1915, due to 
frostbite. Married Phyllis Edwards at Havant in July 1915. She was born at 
Langstone, the daughter of a railway signalman. Lived at 6 Langstone [High 
Street], Two children, Phyllis born 1916 and Charles born 1918. Re-enlisted 
in June 1916. Suffered from trench foot in 1917. June 1917 transferred to 
422nd Agricultural Company Labour Corps no. 243608. Recurrence of 
malaria in November 1917. 

Archibald died of pneumonia and cardiac arrest, having been being admitted 
to 3rd Western General Hospital Cardiff eight days earlier. Widow, Phyllis 
Alice Maud McNeill, married Frederick Walter at Havant in 1923. Archibald's 
sister Jessie was married to Alfred Bush, bricklayer, and lived at 21 East 
Street, Havant. 

Archibald McNeill's wife Phyllis moved to Maidstone after she remarried in 
1923. However, she died in 1928 aged only 34, and the two children Phyllis 
and Charles then 12 and 10 years old returned to live at Langstone High 


35 



Street to be brought up by the family. Although Phyllis lost her father 
because of the 1914-18 war she was to meet her husband as a result of the 
Second World War. 



Edward Child had come from Pembroke Dock to lodge at No. 3 Langstone 
High Street with the Broad family at the start of World War Two, while 
serving as a stoker on landing craft at Hayling. Edward and Phyllis wasted no 
time in getting to know each other and were married in 1940. Twin sons, 
Charles Gerald and David Edward (who sadly died an infant], were born in 
1941, followed by Glyn and Edwina, who still live in the Havant area and 
kindly provided the above pictures of Archibald in India, and in England with 
his wife and daughter shortly before he died. 

LAWRENCE ADAMS MITCHELL Military Cross - Lieutenant (Acting 
Captain], Royal Field Artillery. 

Died 22nd October 1918, aged 23. 

BELLE VUE BRITISH CEMETERY, BRIASTRE, France. 

London Gazette 19.04.1918: Awarded the Military Cross for conspicuous 
gallantry and devotion to duty in rescuing a non-commissioned officer who was 
overcome with gas. He then entered the gas-affected area to see to the safety of 
the four remaining men, one of whom was wounded. He remained with him 
until he could be carried to safety. On another occasion he displayed great 
coolness in rescuing wounded men who were buried in a dug-out. 

Born Portsea. Only child of George and Elizabeth Mitchell of The Halt, 
Warblington, Havant. 1911 census: St Cross, Bellair, Havant. Parents' 
occupations: chief clerk (builder] and head teacher, Town Council. Also see 
memorial in Warblington Church and The Times 9th November 1918. 
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MELTON JAMES MITCHELL - Private G/67316, Royal Fusiliers (City of 
London Regiment], 

Died 14th September 1917, aged 32. 

POELCAPELLE BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium. 

Born Stockbridge, Hants. Son of James, a shepherd, and Sarah Mitchell. 1901 
census: bookstore assistant. Married at South Stoneham in 1909. Widow, 
Emma, married Herbert Searle in 1920 and lived at 65 North Street, Havant. 

FREDERICK NEAL - Corporal 7397, 2nd Battalion Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 4th October 1918, aged 32. 

HARINGHE [BANDAGHEM] MILITARY CEMETERY, Belgium. 

In 1918, up until October, this was notably used for burials from the 36th 
Casualty Clearing Station. 

Born Havant. Son of Frederick Neal, a builder's labourer, and Margaret Annie 
Neal, nee Baldwin. In 1910 the family is at 20 South Street, Havant, with 
Frederick junior, aged 15, as a fishmonger's assistant. In 1911 the parents 
are at 97 West Street. 

ERNEST OUTEN - Serjeant 5591, 2nd Battalion. Scots Guards. 

Died 13th September 1916, aged 30. 

THIEPVAL MEMORIAL, France. 



Born Havant. Son of Harry and Mary Outen. 1901 census: domestic gardener 
aged 16, living at 4 Waterloo Road. Married Rosanna Devlin 1908 and living 
at 3 Guards' Terrace, Stanley Street, Caterham, in 1911. Three children born 
1910 to 1914. 
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GEORGE OUTEN - Lance Corporal 29345,1st Battalion Grenadier Guards. 
Died 30th March 1918, aged 32. 

ARRAS MEMORIAL at Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, Arras, France. 



Born Havant. Son of George and Mary Outen of Woodbine Cottage, 
Southleigh, Havant. 1911 census: domestic gardener at Farm Cottages, 
Bedhampton, with wife Lilian and two children. Lilian married Albert 
Matthews in 1920. 

GEORGE GORDON PAINE MC - 2nd Hampshire Regiment and Captain 5th 
Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment. 

Died 27 March 1918, aged 24. 

VARENNES MILITARY CEMETERY, France. 

Born Lambeth. Son of George Cuthbert and Agnes Mary Paine, Hawthorn, 
Third Avenue, Denvilles (living Dorset by 1918], Father's occupations, 
commercial traveller for vinegar brewer and later a pottery owner in Dorset. 
Also see memorial plaque in Warblington Church, which states that George 
was in the 2nd Battalion (attached 6th] and was killed in action at Avebury 
Wood, France. Awarded the Military Cross after being severely wounded in 
the head. Died of his wounds. 

JAMES HORACE PAINE - Private 760380, l/28th Battalion, London 
Regiment, Artists' Rifles. 

Died 30th December 1917, aged 19. 

THIEPVAL MEMORIAL, France. 

Brother of George Paine, above. Born West Norwood in 1898. 1911 census: 
aged 13 and living at Denvilles. The memorial plaque at Warblington Church 
states that James was killed in action near Cambrai. 

FRANK CRASWELLER PALMER - Private 71374, 11th Company Machine 
Gun Corps (Infantry]. Formerly 20425, Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 25th November, 1917, aged 33. 
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MONCHY BRITISH CEMETERY, MONCHY-LE-PREUX, France. 

Born Bedhampton 1884. Son of George, a labourer. Married Daisy, daughter 
of Thomas Beaton of Gun Cottage, Langstone, in April 1911. Daughter, May, 
born 1912. In some censuses the family surname is referred to as 
Crassweller. Frank was killed in action. 

GEORGE HAROLD PALMER - Gunner, Royal Field Artillery. 

Died at Havant in 1921, aged 25. 

George's name is at the end of the Roll of Honour, which indicates that he is 
the George H Palmer, who died in Havant in 1921. This would tie in with the 
birth of a George Harold Palmer at Havant in 1895. 1911 census: gardener, 
aged 16, and son of George Palmer, chamois leather dresser, and Margaret 
Palmer, all living at 11 Brockhampton Lane, Havant. 

VICTOR EMMANUEL PALMER - Lance Corporal 11584, Grenadier Guards. 

Died 14th September 1914, aged 24. 

VALLY BRITISH CEMETERY, France. 

Born Patcham, Sussex. Son of Richard (gardener, born Havant] and Martha 
Rose Palmer, of Blacktown, Havant. 1911 census: soldier in 2nd Battalion 
Grenadier Guards, at Farnborough. 

GEORGE EDWIN HAROLD PARKS - 2nd Lieutenant, 12th (Duke of 
Lancaster's Own Yeomanry] Battalion Manchester Regiment. 

Died 12th October 1918, aged 24. 

MONTIGNY COMMUNAL CEMETERY 

De Ruvigny's Roll of Honour (ancestry.co.uk] 

Mortally wounded whilst leading his men across the River Selle at Neuvilly, 
near Le Cateau. 

Born Portsea. Son of Dr GJ Parks* and Mrs Parks of 29 Malvern Road, 
Southsea, Portsmouth. George obtained a clerkship in the Estate Duty Office 
and studied Law at King's College for the intermediate Bachelor of Law. 
Married Winifred Winsor in 1918, shortly before he was killed. The Will 
Index shows George's address as Parsonage Cottage, Horndean. 

*Dr G J Parks (1870 to 1953] was Head of Portsmouth Secondary School. His 
address by 1921 was Leighside, Southleigh Road, Havant 

Postcard sent by George from the Somme (see ancestry.co.uk]. 

Miss 'Wyn' Winsor, Southsea 
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Am billeted at a farm in the country , enjoying the solitude, and it is quiet, 
believe me. Wish you girls were near. Yrs Ned. 

WILLIAM GEORGE PARVIN - Private PLY/1718(S], Royal Marine Light 
Infantry, 2nd Royal Marine Battalion, Royal Naval Division. 

Died 28th April 1917, aged 27. 

ARRAS MEMORIAL at Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, Arras, France 

Born Havant. Son of George and Phoebe Parvin of 1 Waterworks Terrace, 
West Street, Havant. 1911 census: William is a labourer and the oldest of 
nine children. The family is living in five rooms; George Parvin is an engine 
driver for the Waterworks Company and four children are employed, with 
Frederick, aged 12, being a newsboy at the railway station. 

ARCHIBALD FRANCIS CAMPBELL PAXTON - 2nd Lieutenant, 4th Battalion 
Middlesex Regiment. 



Died 1st July 1916 (the first day of the Battle of the Somme], aged 19. 
GORDON DUMP CEMETERY, France. 

Born Scotland 1896. Son of Lucy C Paxton, of Norfolk House, Havant, and the 
late Major AFP Paxton (Indian Army]. Educated Epsom College. Will Index 
gives his address as Brookfield, Emsworth Road, Havant. Also see WW1 
plaque in Warblington Church. Family records show that in May 1916 Archie, 
who was hoping to study medicine, was posted to France, where he was 
killed at the head of his platoon in a gallant attack on the German trenches 
near Montabu, during the Great Advance. At the time of his death his sister 
Nellie was a staff nurse at the military hospital at Langstone Towers, Havant, 
and his mother Lucy was Commandant there during most of the war. She 
donated operating theatre equipment to the Havant War Memorial Hospital 
in memory of her son. 


40 



HERBERT CHARLES PHILLIPS - Private 280612, Hampshire Regiment. 
HUBERT CHARLES PHILLIPS - on CWGC site and baptised as such, but 
Herbert on the memorial. 

Died 2nd September 1916, aged 21. 

BAGHDAD (NORTH GATE] WAR CEMETERY, Iraq. 

Born Havant. Son of Charles Benjamin, postman, and Kate Agnes Phillips, 
(former parlour maid] of 11 Waterloo Road, Havant. 1911 Havant census: 
newsboy, aged 16, living at home with parents and three younger sisters. 

NORMAN PHILLIPS - Private PO/18234, Royal Marines Light Infantry. 
Portsmouth Battalion Royal Naval Division. 

Died 12th December 1915, aged 20. 

LANCASHIRE LANDING CEMETERY, Turkey (including Gallipoli], 

Born Havant. Son of Harry, carpenter, and Emma Phillips, of 2 Jubilee 
Terrace, Park Road, Havant. 1901 census: Norman, aged 6, is living at this 
address with five siblings and his parents. 1911 census: Harry and Emma 
have had 10 children, nine are still living; Norman (occupation 'baking'] is 
staying in Croydon with his married sister Agnes. 

JOHN WILLIAM CREES PULLEN - Petty Officer 1st Class 129852, HMS 
Malaya. 



Died 31st May 1916, aged 46. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

HMS Malaya was damaged at the Battle of Jutland. (See William Haynes], The 
ship was hit eight times and took major damage and heavy crew casualties. A 
total of 65 men died, in the battle, or later of their injuries. 

Born Sussex. Son of John and Emma Pullen. Married Caroline Streeter in 
1889. At least three children. Widow, Caroline, living at 3 Westfield Terrace, 
West Street, Havant. 
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WILLIAM J K ROBBINS - Corporal 24244, 19th Battalion King's Own 
Liverpool Regiment. 

Died 21st March 1917, aged 30. 

BUCQUOY ROAD CEMETERY, FICHEUX, France. 

William James Robbins was born in New Milton, Lymington, Hants. Son of 
Alfred, mechanical engineer and Edith Maria Robbins (nee Bellinger], of 1 
Winchester Road, Brislington, Bristol. 

List of UK Soldiers Died in the Great War cites William James Kenningdale 
Robbins, Corporal 2424, plus details as above. Birthplace conflicts with 
censuses and has him born in Cheltenham. 

FOUR ROBERTS BROTHERS: These four brothers were the children of 
Robert, who was married twice, and/or Louisa Roberts, nee Maxwell. 
Bertram was Robert's stepson and was born Bertram Jesse Maxwell. The 
1911 Havant census shows that eleven of the twelve Roberts children were 
still living. 

1. BERTRAM JESSIE MAXWELL ROBERTS - Chief Stoker, HMS Invincible. 
Died 31st May 1916, aged 37. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

HMS Invincible was destroyed by a magazine explosion during the Battle of 
Jutland after 'Q' turret was penetrated. 



Born Harting, Sussex. 1911 census: Chief Stoker; wife, Agnes (nee Nash], 
Children: May born 1906, Joyce born 1907 and Gladys born 1913. Address: 
11 Stowe Road, Milton, Portsmouth. 

2. EDWARD OWEN ROBERTS - Gunner 34368, 15th V Heavy Trench Mortar 
Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery. 

Died 9th April 1918, aged 24. 

ARRAS MEMORIAL at Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, Arras, France. 

Born Havant. 1911 census: Edward is a Gunner at The Nothe Fort, 
Weymouth. 
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3. FREDERICK WILLIAM ROBERTS - Lance Corporal 8666, 2nd Battalion 
Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 28th April 1915, aged 23. 

HELLES MEMORIAL, Turkey (Gallipoli], 

The battalion landed at Cape Helles on 25th April 1915 and Frederick died 
three days later. 

Born Havant. 1911 census: Frederick is a private, 1st Battalion Hampshire 
Regiment, at Aldershot Barracks. 

4. LEONARD ROBERTS - Able Seaman, SS Highland Corrie. 

Died 16th May 1917, aged 31. 



The ship was torpedoed 16th May 1917, four miles south of the Owers 
lightship off Sussex, while carrying frozen meat from La Plata. Five men lost. 

Born Havant. 1911 census: Ratcliffe Shadwell, Wapping; Mate, SS Rochester 
Castle. 

LEONARD ROBINSON - Private, Northumberland Fusiliers. 

The CWGC website has two candidates; one who died on 1st July 1916, aged 
33 and another who died 26th August 1918. No connection with Havant 
found. 

ROBERT ROPER - Corporal 3196,11th Field Company, Royal Engineers. 

Died 29th January 1915, aged 36. 

BOULOGNE EASTERN CEMETERY, France. 

Born Maryhill, Glasgow. Son of John (Royal Engineers] and Margaret Horne 
Roper, who died at Alverstoke in 1897. Robert Roper died of wounds. No 
obvious connection with Havant, although there was another Roper family 
living at Beechworth, Beechworth Road, Havant. 

WILLIAM SADLER - Gunner, HMS Victory (barracks]. 

Probably died 1920 at Fareham, aged 53. 

Born New Charlton, Kent. 1901 census: armourer on board HMS Royal 
Arthur ; at Sydney, Australia. Married Minnie Mary Peters in 1904. 1911 
Havant census: fish fryer at 36 North Street, aged 43, with Minnie as his 
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assistant. Four children born between 1905 and 1914. 

Online military records do not give a date of death and the best fit is the 
William Sadler who died in Fareham in late 1920, possibly as a result of 
injuries received during WW1. Living relatives understand that he was 'shell- 
shocked'. 

ARTHUR JAMES SKINNER - Seaman, Ketch Elizabeth Jane. 

Died 25th Sept 1916, aged 23. 

Born Devon 1893. Related to Cecil E Skinner, below. Elizabeth Jane, an 
Appledore ketch, was carrying coal from Cardiff to Cork, but foundered in ten 
fathoms of water off Inch Coastguard Station, with the loss of the crew. The 
Devon Press reported that Arthur's body was picked up at Ballycotton on 11 
October 1916 and buried in the southern graveyard four days later. 

CECIL JAMES SKINNER - Private 17549, 2nd Battalion Hampshire 
Regiment. CECIL ERNEST SKINNER on CWGC website. This is confirmed by 
the family. 

Died 9th August 1916, aged 19. 

POTIJZE CHATEAU WOOD CEMETERY, Belgium. 

Born Devon. 1911 census: the family is at Westons Farm, Liphook. Father, 
Alfred James, is a groom. CWGC website has Cecil as son of Mrs Florence 
Skinner of 3 Brockhampton Road, Havant. 1922 electoral roll also has Alfred 
James and Alfred Edwin Skinner at this address. 

HAROLD VICTOR SMITH - Private, 8th Devonshire Regiment. 

Died 1918 at Christchurch, Hampshire, aged 21. 

14.6.1917. Discharged unfit, weight 8 stone and height 5' 8", due to 
tuberculosis acquired on active service in Beaumont, France. Intended place 
of residence, The Priory, near Bournemouth. Military character very good, 
'sober and reliable'. Born Havant. Son of Ernest, pensioned railway 
signalman, and Harriett Smith. 1911 census: school newsboy of 1 East View 
Terrace, Fairfield Road, Havant. In 1916 Harold was a bookseller's assistant 
at WH Smith & Son's bookstall at Havant station. 

ALBERT DONALD STALLARD - Assistant Paymaster, HMS Princess Irene. 
Died 27th May 1915, aged 21. 

In May 1915, HMS Princess Irene was moored in the Medway Estuary, Kent, 
being loaded with mines in preparation for a mine laying mission. On 27th 
May the ship exploded and disintegrated. A column of flame 300 feet high 
was followed a few seconds later by another of similar height and a pall of 

44 



smoke hung over the spot where HMS Princess Irene had been. Wreckage was 
flung up to 20 miles away. 



Born Havant. Son of Beatrice, nee Leng, and the late Edward James Stallard of 
Victoria House, Havant, a Captain in the Glen Steamship Line. 1911 census: 
aged 16 and at school, father at sea. Address: Glenfalloch, Beechworth Road, 
Havant. 

Hampshire Telegraph, 4th June 1915: Stallard was appointed to the ill-fated 
vessel about 3 months ago. He originally served in HMS Bulwark but left several 
months before she was blown up. 

JAMES ALAN STALLARD - Private 44568, 8th Battalion Gloucestershire 
Regiment (formerly Hampshire Carabiniers], 

Died 26th August 1918, aged 19. 

HAVANT CEMETERY (J 1851], 

Born Havant. Brother of Albert [above] and grandson of Albert Stallard, 
fellmonger. Pension records show that James was a bank clerk before he 
enlisted on 29th December 1916. Described as a steady, intelligent, capable 
man. Invalided with wounds to right hand and face, sustained in the field, and 
tubercule of the lung. Died before discharge papers completed. 

JOSHUA ALAN STILLWELL - Private 19545, 14th (Service] Battalion 
Hampshire Regiment. JOSHUA ALLEN (CWGC website and 1911 census]. 

Died 11th January 1918 aged 36. 

ST JULIEN DRESSING STATION CEMETERY, Belgium. 

Born Compton, Sussex. Son of Joshua and Harriett Stillwell, of Havant. 
Married Fanny Louisa Clarke at Havant in March 1909. 1911 census: farm 
labourer, Aldsworth, with wife and one infant son. Fanny's address when 
widowed: 5 Leigh Terrace, Eastern Road, Havant. 


45 




REGINALD THEODORE STOKES - Serjeant M2/020294, Royal Army Service 
Corps Motorised Transport attached 2nd/lst Field Ambulance, Royal Army 
Medical Corps. 

Died 7th June 1917, aged 22. 

CAIRO WAR MEMORIAL CEMETERY, Egypt. 

Born in Havant. 1911 census: house boy at a doctor's, aged 16; son of George 
Stokes, newly widowed jobbing gardener but formerly a life assurance agent. 
Three of Reginald's five brothers are of interest. George is a Bombardier 
Royal Marine Artillery; Charles is a Trooper, 3rd Dragoon Guards, and Edgar 
is a Gunner in the Royal Garrison Artillery. All living at Parsonage House (9 
rooms], Prince George Street, Havant. Reginald died of wounds. 

EDGAR JAMES STOW(E) DSM - Petty Officer, HMS Viking. 

Died 30th January 1916, aged 36. 

WARBLINGTON CHURCH MEMORIAL, Havant. 



Born 1879, Homebush, Sussex. 1911 census: Petty Officer, Portland; son of 
widowed Fanny Stowe, charwoman, of Warblington Row, Emsworth Road. A 
great-great niece writes: Edgar (or Ned as he was known to my mother's 
family] was wounded on the Viking but actually died of his injuries in Deal 
Hospital in Kent. My great grandfather was Edgar's elder brother and 
apparently he was known to his fellow sailors as "Hercules Stowe" due to his 
colossal strength. As you can imagine he is held in high esteem in the family as 
he was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal, maybe your research could 
find why, as all we have is hearsay handed down the generations, although I do 
know an elderly cousin who is in her nineties who actually has the medal! Stow 
or Stowe seems to differ all the time in my ancestry, my grandfather dropping 
the 'E' and other siblings deciding to keep it, for what reason I do not know. 
(See London Gazette 12th January 1916 for details of the DSM award.] 
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HMS Viking was damaged when mined off Boulogne while carrying troops to 
France, 29th January 1916. Ten casualties. 

CHARLES STUBBINGTON - Private 22009, 2nd Battalion Hampshire 
Regiment. 

Died 27th November 1917, aged 26. 

MARCOING BRITISH CEMETERY, France. 

'Marcoing and Masnieres were captured by the 29th Division on the 20th 
November 1917, the first day of the Battle of Cambrai.' [CWGC] 

Born Petersfield, Hants. 1911 Petersfield census: general labourer aged 20 
and son of Ben Stubbington, cattle drover. 

ERNEST STURGESS - Stoker, HMS Black Prince. 

Died 31st May 1916 aged 32. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 



HMS Black Prince was sunk at the Battle of Jutland. She was hit by at least 
twelve heavy shells and several smaller ones, sinking within 15 minutes. 
There were no survivors from the crew, all 857 being killed. Born Havant. 
Son of Jane Sturgess, widow. Husband of Rose Sturgess, 16 Brockhampton 
Lane. 1911 census: HMS Bramble, China Station. Name also spelt Sturges. 

GEORGE EDWIN TEAGUE - Private 6277, 2nd/6th Battalion Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment. (Formerly 2055 Hampshire Regiment.] 

Died 10th September 1916, aged 22. 

LOOS MEMORIAL, France. 

The memorial commemorates officers and men who have no known grave, 
who fell in the area from the River Lys to the old southern boundary of the 
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First Army, east and west of Grenay. 

Born Havant. Son of the late John Teague (died 1900 at Havant] and Alice 
Ada Teague. John Teague was a leather provender in Bermondsey before 
coming to Havant. 1911 Havant census: George and his brother (below] were 
fellmongers' labourers. They lived at West End Garden, West Street, in 1901 
but by 1911 they were at 13 Selbourne Road. In 1915 George married Lily 
Cole at Havant. 

JOHN TEAGUE - Private 14360, 14th (attached 116th Trench Mortar 
Battery], Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 30th August 1916, aged 26. 

THIEPVAL MEMORIAL, France. 

John and his brother (above] died less than two weeks apart, leaving a 
widowed mother, aged 45 and four siblings. Address given is 98 West Street, 
Havant. 

SIDNEY EDGAR THOMPSON - Sergeant 66067, 20th Division Signalling 
Company, Royal Engineers; formerly in the Sussex Yeomanry. 

Died 31st March 1918, aged 21. 

POZIERES MEMORIAL, France. 

Born Dorset. Sidney was a telegraphist by trade. 1911 census: student aged 
15 and son of William Thompson, Chief Officer at Hayling Coast Guard 
Station, Langstone, and Caroline Thompson. Killed in action. 

EDWARD CHARLES TOOP - Able Seaman 195216, Royal Fleet Reserve, HMS 
Good Hope. 

Died 1st November 1914, aged 32. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 



HMS Good Hope was lost in action off Coronel, on the coast of Chile. Body not 
recovered. 

Born Corfe Mullen, Dorset. Son of John, an agricultural labourer, and Maria 
Toop. Edward's widow, Bessie, was living at 13 Western Road, Havant. 
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ARTHUR GEORGE TREAGUST - Gunner 34715, 157th Siege Battery, Royal 
Garrison Artillery. 

Died 25th September 1917, aged 22. 

NINE ELMS BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium. 

1901 census has Arthur with his parents, Frederick Treagust, bricklayer, and 
Alice Treagust, living at Rose Cottage, Stockheath, Havant. Later, Alice is at 1 
Primrose Cottages, Stockheath. Arthur died of wounds. 

ROBERT TRICKETT - Stoker 1st Class, 291066, HMS Lynx. 

Died 9th August 1915, aged 36. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

HMS Lynx sank in the Moray Firth, after striking a mine in an enemy 
minefield 24 miles SE of Wick. Body not recovered. Captain and 73 crew 
members lost; 26 survivors. 



Born Turton, Lancs. 1911 census: Stoker, Royal Navy, in the Mediterranean. 
'Unofficial wife', Elizabeth L Matthews, 8 Somerstown, Waterloo Road, 
Havant. 

WILLIAM GEORGE TRODD - Private G/12946, 9th Battalion Royal Sussex 
Regiment. 

Died 21st November 1916, aged 18. 

BARLIN COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION, France. 

Born Havant. 1901 census: 1 Lymbourne [Road], Son of Edwin and Charlotte 
Trodd. 1911 Chichester census: father's occupation, blacksmith for livery 
stables. See memorial plaque in Warblington Church. 
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WILLIAM HENRY WARE - Lance Corporal, (RMR/A/841] Royal Marine 
Light Infantry, SS Eloby. 

Died 19th July 1917, aged 43. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

SS Eloby was sunk by the German submarine U-38, 75 miles from Malta. 

Born Havant. 1891 Havant census: labourer aged 18. 1901 census: at Port 
Said as a private in the Royal Marine Light Infantry. Married Amy, daughter 
of Arthur Plumstead, tanner, at Havant in 1902. 1911 census: William is on 
board HMS Diadem. His wife, children and father William, a widower, are 
living at 3 School Road, Brockhampton, Havant, with the Plumstead family. 

GILBERT WAREHAM - Private SE/23123, 6th Veterinary Hospital, Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps. 

Died 9th November 1918, aged 39. 

ST SEVER CEMETERY EXTENSION, ROUEN, France. 

Born Dorset. 1901 census: living in Havant with brother and sister. 1911 
Havant census: domestic coachman aged 32; wife, Edith Eliza Mary 
Wareham, and son Walter, aged one. Living at 8 Leigh Terrace, Denvilles, 
Havant. 

FRANK THOMAS WEEKS - Private 267122, 2nd/6th Battalion 
Gloucestershire Regiment. 

Died 2nd December 1917, aged 30. 

CAMBRAI MEMORIAL, LOUVERVAL, France. 

Commemorating those with unknown graves, who died in the Battle of 
Cambrai in November and December 1917. 

Born Havant. Son of William John Weeks, bricklayer, and the late Fanny 
Weeks [died 1909 at Havant], 1911 Havant census: labourer in gasworks, 
aged 24. The family lived at South Lodge, Leigh Park. 

LYNTON WOOLMER RUDOLPH WHITE - Lieutenant, 1st Dragoon Guards 
(King's] attached The Queen's Bays (2nd Dragoon Guards], 

Died 3rd September 1914, aged 28. 

BARON COMMUNAL CEMETERY, France. 

Born Southsea 1886. Son of Sir Woolmer White 1st Bart and Lady White of 
Salle Park, Norfolk and Southleigh Park, Havant, Hants; husband of Dorothea 
White, daughter of WR Haughton VD MICE of Calcutta. Being home on leave 
when the war broke out, Lynton was attached to the Queen's Bays and was 
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severely wounded in action at the Battle of Nery on 1 September 1914, 
during the retreat from Mons. He died two days later at the Chateau de Baron 
and was at first buried in the grounds but afterwards removed to the 
Churchyard. (Copy of photographic portrait courtesy of Norfolk Council.) 



Also see War Memorials at Rowlands Castle and inside Warblington Church. 
In 1929 Dymoke White put up the money for a Choir Vestry at St Faith's 
Church. The plans were drawn up by the Diocesan Architect, Sir Charles 
Nicholson, and this plaque was erected at the entrance. 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF LYNTON WOOLMER 
WHITE WHO DIED IN FRANCE SEPTEMBER 3rd 1914 FROM WOUNDS 
RECEIVED IN THE GREAT WAR THIS VESTRY WAS BUILT A.D.1929 

FREDERICK ARTHUR WHITTINGTON - Private 55352, 9th Battalion Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers. Formerly S4/1757133, Royal Army Service Corps. 

Died 3rd May 1917, aged 29. 

ARRAS MEMORIAL at Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, Arras, France. 

The UK Roll states that he was born in Gloucester. Probably the son of 
Frederick (gardener] and Jane Whittington of Alvington, Gloucestershire, and 
aged 13 in the 1901 census. Killed in action. 

ROBERT PERCY WINDEBANK - Able Seaman 190016, (Royal Fleet 
Reserve], PO/B/4075 HMS Good Hope. 

Died 1st November 1914, aged 33. 

HMS Good Hope suffered a magazine explosion on 1st November 1914 at the 
Battle of Coronel, off the Chilean coast, sinking soon afterwards. There were 
no survivors. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

Born Havant. 1901 census: Able Seaman, HMS Trafalgar, Portland. 1911 
census: milkman, living at 20 Homewell, Havant, with parents George and 
Emily Windebank and seven younger siblings. 
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In 1915 the Hampshire Telegraph gave news of Robert's brother, Rifleman 
Archie Thomas Windebank: 

21st May - In a letter to his parents, Private AT Windebank wrote: We have 
had a set-to with the Germans and 1 was very glad that I only had two bullets in 
my cap instead of my head. There were some awful sights. PS I will write again 
soon; just off to bury some dead comrades. 

5th August - Private AT Windebank has been awarded the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal for conspicuous gallantry and resource on 9th-10th May, 1915, 
near Rouges Bancs. He carried the first message back from the Battalion to the 
Brigade Report Centre under a heavy rifle and machine gun fire, returning 
later under the same fire. He was of the greatest assistance in helping to mount 
a captured machine gun and in collecting bombs in the German trenches for 
use against the enemy. 

In 1998 Private AT Windebank's Distinguished Conduct Medal, 1914 Star 
with Mons bar, British War and Victory Medals and cap badge, were sold at 
auction. The hammer price was £620. 

JOSEPH HENRY WRIGHT - Corporal 19630, 15th Battalion attached 122nd 
Trench Mortar Battery, Hampshire Regiment. 

Died 16th May 1918, aged 31. 

BRANDHOEK NEW MILITARY CEMETERY NO. 3, Belgium. 

Born Clerkenwell. Living in Havant by 1891. 1911 census: plasterer aged 24, 
son of the late Samuel Wright, leather dresser (died 1900] and Louisa 
Wright, invalid but former laundress. Sister, Beatrice, is a needlewoman at 
the Havant Union Workhouse. Family living at 17 Clarendon Road, 
Brockhampton, Havant. Beatrice married Edwin J Washbrook in 1919 at 
Havant and lived at 9 Prince George Street, Havant. Edwin was a wool 
warehouseman for a fellmonger. 
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St Faith's Parish Magazine -1917 to 1927 

February 1917 

The Parish Magazine reported that: In accordance with a resolution passed in 
December 1916, letters from the Church at home were sent to about 330 
Havant men who are serving their country by land or sea, telling them that 
though out of sight they are not out of mind and that they are being constantly 
remembered before God. Many replies have been received, which we greatly 
appreciate and value. 

April 1918 - The Havant Roll of Honour 

The forms for filling in names of men and boys who have served or who are 
serving in the war, for the purpose of a Roll of Honour of Havant men, have 
been distributed throughout the parish. Mr E Brown has taken great care that 
a copy should be delivered at each house. It is possible, of course, that there 
may have been one or two omissions, or that some of them have got mislaid 
after delivery; if such should be the case with any reader who is a 
parishioner, another form should be applied for now. 

I have been asked a good many questions about these forms, two of these 
questions I had better try and answer in the Magazine. One refers to 
Nonconformists—should their names be put down? Ought they to fill up 
forms? The answer I think is this—we have left forms at every house in the 
parish without distinction. Every parishioner, just because he is a 
parishioner, has a right to attend and is welcome to the Parish Church, and it 
is therefore for him to decide if he desires his name on the Parish Church Roll 
of Honour. The other question has to do with those who live outside the 
Parish but attend the Church. The boundaries of this and the adjoining 
parishes are very odd. For example, a little bit of West Street which all 
sensible people would imagine was in Havant is actually in Bedhampton; and 
then all Denvilles, from which many of our people come, is in Warblington. It 
is obvious we could not leave forms in other parishes, but bona fide members 
of S. Faith's congregation, though they live outside S. Faith's parish, are 
certainly entitled to a place on our Roll of Honour. We must, however, leave it 
to them to apply for a form, and I sincerely hope that they will do so that the 
Roll may really be a complete one. Our hope is eventually to have a list of all 
who have served in Navy, Army, or Air Force during the war in some 
permanent form in the new Parish Hall and Young Men's Club; and the names 
of those who have fallen inscribed on some permanent Memorial in the 
Parish Church. 

H N Rodgers [Rector of St Faith's] 
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February 1922 - War Memorial Cross 


There will shortly be an appeal for the erection of a War Memorial Cross at 
the corner of the churchyard at the cross roads. Readers of the magazine are 
familiar with the proposal. It is the town's project. We were asked by a 
Town's meeting, called by the Chairman of the Urban District Council, for 
permission for a Memorial to be erected on this site: and on the resolution of 
the Parochial Church Council and the application of the Rector and 
Churchwardens we have obtained the necessary faculty. The architects are 
Sir Charles Nicholson, Bart., F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. E. A. Stallard, F.S.I., and in such 
hands it is unnecessary to say that the memorial will be in complete keeping 
with its ancient background. It takes the form of a Cross, similar in character 
to many in different parts of the country, flanked by a screen in which are 
inserted bronze panels containing the names of those who gave their lives in 
the Great War. The memorial will be accessible to the public footway. 
Architects' plans are not easily understood by the average person. A member 
of Mr. Stallard's staff has therefore kindly made a drawing giving an idea of 
how the memorial will look when erected: a copy of this drawing will be 
issued with each appeal. 

I bring the subject before the readers of the magazine in order to express 
the hope that everyone will have some share in this memorial: I hope the 
money will be quickly and generously-subscribed. I may add that when I 
mooted the matter at a Parish Social more than a year ago, several small 
subscriptions were then handed to me. These will, of course, be paid over to 
the Fund. 

One other thing in connection with it is most important and that is to get at 
once a full and correct list of the fallen. With this number of the magazine we 
present to every reader a Calendar Blotter for 1922: at the end of it will be 
found the Roll of Honour. Every name that has been sent in to me has been 
included in this list. Will relations kindly see if the names and descriptions 
are correctly given. If there are any mistakes, or if there are any omissions 
from the list, please let me have full particulars clearly written out as soon as 
possible. The bronze panels containing the names have to be cast and the 
architects wish to get on with this part of the work without delay. When once 
the panels have been cast, it will be impossible to make corrections or to add 
names. 

I am glad to say that the Roll of Havant Men who have served in the great 
War is now more or less up to date. Mr. Brown has taken infinite trouble in 
the matter and with the help of the District Visitors and others a form for 
names and particulars was left at every house in the Parish. These forms 
have been duly collected and the Roll is almost ready. If names are not 
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included in it, it is because the form has not been filled up properly or 
because the man has joined since it was sent in. It is clear that there will 
continually be additions to the list of those serving as every week some are 
joining up; and, alas, I suppose there will be additions to the list of those who 
have fallen as well. Particulars of each of these—name in full, regiment or 
ship, and rank—should be sent to Mr. E. E. Brown, Fernbank. Denvilles, so 
that they may be duly added. In the October number of the Magazine I 
propose to print a list of the Fallen, 

War Memorial Accounts 

January 1924 — The accounts of our beautiful War Memorial have been 
completed and audited, and I gladly comply with a request to publish a copy 
of them in this Magazine. The whole matter has been carried through in just 
the right spirit and manner, which is very largely due to the considerateness 
and courtesy of the Chairman under whom we have worked, Mr. F. Leng, the 
Chairman of the Urban District Council. H.N.R. 



A peaceful West Street before the war 
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Havant War Memorial Cross. 

BALANCE SHEET. 

Receipts. Expenditure. 

£ s d £ n d 

Subscriptions ... 412 13 o Klite Printing 12 19 6 

Special donations 7 9 2 Cheque hook and 

stamps ... 2 9 0 

Parkhonse ... 18 7 

Wilkins (for erec¬ 
tion of cross) 234 7 6 

M arty ns (for 
bronze tablets) 136 15 0 
Sir C. Nicholson 
Architect ... 21 0 0 
Band ... ... 6 6 0 

Faculty ... 1 10 0 

Mr. 81 a 11 a r d 
(out of pocket 
expenses) ... 2 12 6 

Carrell Bros. ... 14 6 

Gratuity ... 10 0 

£420 2 7 £420 2 7 

Audited and found correct, 

Dec. 18th, 1923. C. W Walker. 

HH Martyn & Co. who made the bronze Havant war memorial plaques, was 
founded in 1888 and began as a firm of stone, marble and wood carvers 
specialising in gravestones, memorials and ecclesiastical decoration. 

By 1900 they had diversified into decorative plaster work, joinery, cabinet 
making, wrought iron work and castings in bronze and gun metal and later 
on they produced stained glass and pressed steel. By 1920, the firm was 
employing over a thousand men at its Sunningend Works in Lansdown, 
Cheltenham, and it had a world-wide reputation for excellence. In 1934, the 
firm was acquired by the London furnishers Maples. 
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January 1918 

The Rector's Christmas message to the serving men of Havant explained that 
St Faith's was planning to build a new Parish Hall and Young Men's Club. We 
cannot do the actual building until after the war but we are busy raising funds. 
You know the value of the YMCA and Church Army Huts wherever you go on. 
The old Church at Havant hopes to make similar provision for you when you 
return home. 

October 1918 

ROYAL NAVY. 


COMMANDER G. SPICER S1MS0N, 

D.S O . R.N., F.R.G.S., F R CL, 
will tell the story of the 

Naval Expedition to Lake Tanganyika 

which carried gunboats 10,000 miles to the 

HEART OF AFRiCA, 

where it captured or destroyed all the ships of 

THE GERMAN LAKE FLOTILLA. 

in the 

Town Hall, Havant, 

on 

Wednesday, October 16th, 

AT 8 PM. 

The story will be illustrated with photographs taken by Commander Spicer 
Simson and other officers and men of the expedition. The expedition is the 
smallest which has ever been sent against the enemy. 

It captured the first Warship Prize of this War and used her against the 
enemy. By this means it captured the first German Naval Flag taken in battle 
in the War. And, finally, it returned to the United Kingdom without a single 
casualty. 

In Britain Simson had originally suggested that his boats Mimi and Toutou be 
named Cat and Dog, but the names were rejected by the Admiralty. After 


Admission: Reserved Seats, 3s. and 
2s; Unreserved Is. Tickets can be 
obtained from Mr. C. S. Davies, 
Chemist, West Street. 

The Total Proceeds of the Lecture 
will be given to S. Faith's Parish 
Hall and Young Men's Club 
Building Fund 
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Mimi and Toutou were accepted as alternatives, he explained that these 
meant "Miaow" and "Bow-wow" in French. While in command on Lake 
Tanganyika, Spicer-Simson often wore a khaki drill kilt, and he insisted that 
an Admiral's flag be flown outside his hut. He smoked monogrammed 
cigarettes and had a number of "macabre tattoos" acquired during his time in 
Asia. 

The Pallant House Club 

In the autumn of 1917 plans to build a Parish Hall and Young Men's Club 
were launched by St Faith's Church and the people of Havant responded 
generously by making donations ranging from 2d to £500. The £500 had 
been promised by Sir Woolmer White Bt if a further £1,000 was raised by the 
end of the year, which it was. By April 1918 £1,855 worth of subscriptions 
had been invested in National War Bonds. The original idea was to buy 
Pallant House and demolish it and to re-use some of the materials. However, 
the cost of erecting buildings had doubled by the end of the war, so Pallant 
House was saved from demolition and the Parish Hall was not completed 
until 1926. However, the Church had promised to provide ex-servicemen and 
other young men with somewhere to meet as soon as possible after the end 
of the war. 

In 1919 St Faith's Parish Magazine reported that temporary club rooms 
would be opened at Pallant House on 17th October 1919. The Club comprises 
a full-sized Billiard Room; a Games Room; Reading Room; a Refreshment Bar; 
and first-rate Caretaker's quarters. Bathrooms are being added immediately 
and hot baths will then be available for members at a small charge. 

Lt-Colonel E. Saulez was the first Honorary Secretary and the first batch of 
members was enrolled on 1st October 1919. Thirty-two men joined the club 
to begin with and on 29th June 1920 a second billiard room was opened, the 
full-size Thurston club table being the generous gift of Mr ER Longcroft. At 
the first annual meeting in November 1920 it was announced that the club 
had 145 members and ER Longcroft, TA Stallard and AC Freeston were re¬ 
elected to the main committee. 

September 1925 — The parish magazine reported that Messrs Rogers Bros 
had secured the contract to build the parish hall, in open competition, and 
were commencing work immediately. Messrs Cogswell and Sons of 
Portsmouth were the architects. 
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PRELIMINARY NOTICE . 

S. FAITH’S FEBRUARY FAIR 

In aid of the Building: Fund of the Parish Hall 

To be held in HAVANT TOWN HALL, 

On TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY, FEB. 3rd and 4th. 

To be opened each day at 2-30 p.m. Particulars of Opening will be duly announced. 

The Rector, Churchwardens and Parochial Church Council appeal for your generous 
help to bring to completion the scheme for building our Parish Hall to fill a long felt 
want where the social life of the Church can be carried on. If we all pull together 
and put our hearts into the effort the Hall will be up and open before the close of 1925. 

STALL HOLDERS. 

Fancy and Useful Articles. 1 ,, „ , . 

Produce and Flowers. J Mrs - Rod g ers aud Mrs - Dymoke White 

White Elephant .... .... Mrs. Backhouse, Mrs. Edwardes aud Mrs. Luard 

Confectionery and Ices .... Mrs. Cheat aud Mrs. W. Fletcher 

Baby Stall (Everything for Rally) Mrs. Paxton 

‘Spinette’ ... .... Miss Longcroft 

Bags and Baskets .... Mrs. Levick and Miss E. Bytliell 

Pound Stall ... .... Miss Bell 

Tea and Refreshments .... Miss Helen Clarke 

Men’s Stall .... ... Mr. .1. R. Rulpitt aud Mr. J. Rankin McDroy 

* Bunty pulls the String ’ .... Miss Cheal 

Wireless Concerts—.Air. C. W. Bentley. 

Rifle Range and Entertainments—Air. J. R. Hilsden. 

Cloak Room and Parcels Office—Aliss Paxton and 2nd Havant (S. Faith’s) Girl Guides. 

We make a strong appeal for your help in providing articles for the various stalls. 
These should be sent to the Stall Holders in due course. Competitions will be announced 
later ; also a full list of Stall helpers. Any suggestions to ensure the success of this effort 
will be heartily welcomed by the Joint Secretaries: —J. R. E. CHEAL, 

H X. Rodgers (Rector'. W. FLETCHER (Jr.) 

Dymoke White (Hon. Treas.) 

Advertisement for St Faith's February Fair to raise funds for the Parish Hall - 
December 1924 
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Architect's drawing St Faith's Parish Hall in the grounds of Pallant House 

The Duke of Somerset at Havant — St Faith's Hall 

The Evening News 21st April 1926 

The News reported the opening of St Faith's Parish Hall, which had taken 
from the autumn of 1917 to come to fruition [and was regarded by many as a 
war memorial]. The main hall was 88 feet by 33 feet, providing seating for 
400 people and the well-appointed stage was 16 feet by 33 feet. 

In connection with the opening a fancy fair had been arranged and the 
whole hall was occupied by well-equipped stalls, with side-shows in the ante¬ 
rooms. Sir Woolmer White Bart JP presided at the opening and was 
supported by his Grace the Duke of Somerset, who was the son of the former 
Rector of Havant, the Rev. FP Seymour. Lady Fitzwygram was also present. 
The Chairman made a congratulatory speech on the completion of the 
present Rector's scheme and the Rector, Rev. HN Rodgers, reminded those 
present that £1,500 was still needed to free the scheme from debt. 

The Duke of Somerset said that it was over fifty years since he left Havant 
as a small boy and that the inside of St Faith's had undergone some 
wonderful transformations. He then declared the hall and bazaar open and 
Commander Boyd-Richardson proposed a vote of thanks to his Grace and the 
chairman. The Duke was presented with a photo of the old church and the 
Rector announced that the chairman had promised £100 towards the deficit. 
The paper later reported that the two-day fancy fair raised £785, including 
donations. 

1927 — The Rector said that the Young Men's Club, which had been opened 
in 1919 by Major-General Sir John Davidson MP, had been very successful for 
the first three years but that since then it had been running at a deficit. Many 
of its members were now associated with the British Legion, which was 
looking for a club house and would take over Pallant House for the next 12 
months. It was agreed that the YMC would close on Saturday 16th October. 
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Reverend George Standing 
CBE DSOMC 1875-1966 



Reverend George Standing was born in Havant in 1875 and was the son of a 
North Street grocer and pork butcher. After leaving school he trained at 
Hartley College, Manchester. Between 1900 and 1914 he worked in several 
different areas, including six years spent on the Aldershot Mission. He was 
the first Primitive Methodist minister to enlist in the Armed Forces in World 
War One and was a commissioned temporary chaplain from 1 October 1914. 
During the war he served with distinction in France and Italy and received 
the Order of the Crown of Italy, 4th Class. He was mentioned in dispatches 
four times and was awarded the Military Cross in 1916 and the Distinguished 
Service Order in 1918. Standing is also understood to have been involved 
with the process of bringing the 'Unknown Warrior' from France to England 
and he attended the committal at Westminster Abbey. 

In 1926 he was appointed Assistant Chaplain-General Western Command 
and in 1929 he took up the duty of Deputy Chaplain-General to the Forces. 
Between 1930 and 1932 he was one of the six Honorary Chaplains to His 
Majesty the King. 

During the whole of World War Two he was Secretary of the Methodist Royal 
Navy, Army and Royal Air Force Board and, in consequence, responsible for 
extending the role of the chaplaincy during the war. Under his direction 
provision was made not only for the spiritual needs of serving Methodists 
but for their recreation, instruction and the supply of material comforts. 

In 1905 George Standing married Kate Fielder, whose father was the Head of 
Purbrook Industrial School, where Kate was assistant matron. They had two 
sons. George was living at 21 Grove Road, Havant, when he died at Havant 
War Memorial Hospital on 6 January 1966, aged 90. He is buried in Havant 
Cemetery. 
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RMA/5863 GUNNER 
W. HAYNES 

ROYAL MARINE ARTILLERY 
4TH JUNE, 1916, AGE 37 

f 

NATURE MIGHT STAND UP 
AND SAY TO ALL THE WORLD 
THIS WAS A MAN 
DUTY NOBLY DONE 


Gunner Haynes' grave in Havant cemetery. 



After the First World War, 1914-1918, three medals were awarded to most 
of the British servicemen that had served from 1914 or 1915. They were 
either the 1914 Star or the 1914-1915 Star, the British War Medal and the 
British Victory Medal. They were irreverently referred to as Pip, Squeak, and 
Wilfred and are still so today. 
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27607, Private Alfred Edward Carter, 2nd Battalion Hampshire Regiment. 24 
December 1918, aged 33. Grave in Terlingtonthun British Cemetery, France. 




645243 Gunner Ernest Dedman, Royal Field Artillery 15 January 1920. Grave 
in Warblington cemetery. 
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Terlingtonthun British Cemetery, France. 


The Old Mill House, Langstone, circa 1915, the home of Ernest Dedman. 
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t whom this scroll commemorates 
mas numbered amortgthose mho, 
atthe call ofKmo and Countru .left all 
thatwas dear to them,endured hardness, 
laced dangerand finally passedout of 
die sight of merlin^ the path of dittq 
and sdfsacriftce,givirtgup their oum 
Uves that othersmightlivein freedom. 
Let those who comeafterseetoit 
thatbisnamehenot forgotten. 


TV*:. Mdfon~liime* MitclidL 

London Koijir' 


This scroll was sent to the relatives of those whose whose lives had been lost 
and was accompanied by the following message from King George V: I join 
with my grateful people in sending you this memorial of a brave life given for 
others in the Great War. (Courtesy Lesley Marley.) 
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At a public meeting, held in the Town Hall, Havant, on Friday, 21 March, 
1919, it was decided that a fund for the purpose of providing a War Memorial 
should be opened. The form of the memorial considered most suitable was a 
cottage hospital for which this was the original design. 



The 'Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing' is a war memorial in Ypres, 
Belgium, dedicated to the 54,896 British and Commonwealth soldiers who 
were killed in the Ypres Salient of World War One and whose graves are 
unknown. Included is one from Havant. The memorial is located at the 
eastern exit of the town and marks the starting point for one of the main 
roads out of the town that led Allied soldiers to the front line. Designed by Sir 
Reginald Blomfield and built by the British Government, the Menin Gate 
Memorial was unveiled on 24 July 1927. 
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The Arras Memorial is a World War One memorial in France, located in the 
Faubourg d'Amiens British Cemetery, in the western part of the town of 
Arras. The memorial commemorates 34,785 soldiers, including five from 
Havant, of the forces of the United Kingdom, South Africa and New Zealand, 
with no known grave, who died in the Arras sector between the spring of 
1916 and 7 August 1918. 



Opened on 31 July 1932 by the Prince of Wales, the Thiepval memorial is the 
largest British war memorial in the world. The memorial contains the names 
of 73,357 British and South African men who have no known grave and who 
fell on the Somme between July 1916 and 20 March 1918. It records the 
names of six Havant men. 
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The Hampshire Regimental Badge. 
Twenty-seven of Havant’s casualties 
were in the Hampshire Regiment. 



The World War One Death Plaque 
(Dead Man's Penny) was issued to the 
next of kin of servicemen/women who 
had fallen in World War One. 


£ 

it. i 



The Portsmouth Naval Memorial on Southsea Common commemorates almost 
10,000 sailors of World War One including eleven from Havant. The inscription 
reads: In honour of the Navy and to the abiding memory of these ranks and ratings 
of this port who laid down their lives in the defence of the Empire and have no 
other grave than the sea. 
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Etaples military cemetery, France. The last resting place of Frederick (Frank] 
George Carpenter. 



Recruiting posters. 
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Havant Urban District. 

PEACE CELEBRATION 

Saturday, 19th July, 1919. 
Admit .... .... 

Aged. . . 

THORBURN A. STALLARD, 

Chairman. 

Not Transferable. 


Programme. 

2 p.m. —Meet in Park to 
form up for Procession 
by 2.45 p.m. 

3.45 p.m.— Compliment¬ 
ary Dinner to Officers 
and Men who have 
served in His Majesty’s 
Forces during the War. 
at Havant Town Hall. 

3.45 p.m. —Tea for people 
60 years of age and over, 
Widows of Men who fell 
in the War or died on 
Service, and for children 
15 and under, at Havant 
Park. 

6 p.m.- Form up in Park 
for Decorated Procession 
which wilt leave there 

at 7 p.m. 


Invitation to the Peace Celebration. 



One of the two outings arranged by men of the Royal Naval Barracks in 
Portsmouth to Leigh Park for Navy and Marine widows, their children, and 
mothers of the fallen, of all ranks. July 1915. 
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In November 1914, an advertisement was placed in the national press 
inviting monetary contributions to a 'Sailors' & Soldiers' Christmas Fund' 
which had been created by Princess Mary, the seventeen-year-old daughter 
of King George V and Queen Mary. The purpose was to provide everyone 
wearing the King's uniform and serving overseas on Christmas Day 1914 
with a 'gift from the nation'. 

The response was truly overwhelming, and it was decided to spend the 
money on an embossed brass box, based on a design by Messrs Adshead and 
Ramsey. The contents varied considerably; officers and men on active service 
afloat or at the front received a box containing a combination of pipe, lighter, 
1 oz of tobacco and twenty cigarettes in distinctive yellow monogrammed 
wrappers. Non-smokers and boys received a bullet pencil and a packet of 
sweets instead. Indian troops often got sweets and spices, and nurses were 
treated to chocolate. Many of these items were despatched separately from 
the tins themselves, as once the standard issue of tobacco and cigarettes was 
placed in the tin there was little room for much else apart from the greetings 
card. 



Princess Mary. 
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Patients and staff at the Langstone Towers Military Hospital, which was run 
by the Havant Voluntary Aid Detachment (Hants 22] of the British Red Cross 
Society. 



Havant man, Arthur Rook, second from the left, in the Royal Army Service 
Corps with what is believed to be a Pierce-Arrow four wheel drive truck 
‘somewhere in France’. 
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9th (Cyclists] Battalion, The Hampshire Regiment, pass over the level 
crossing en route to their camp, 1913. (Alf Harris.) 
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Havant railwaymen who 'did their bit' in the Great War and who were lucky 
enough to survive. 
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The Hampshire Yeomanry (Carabiniers] in North Street. (Passing what is 
now Waitrose], 



The Hampshire Yeomanry (Carabiniers] in their camp at Southleigh. 
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Members of the Havant Boys' Brigade with their dummy rifles circa 1906. No 
doubt many of these lads fought, and possibly died, in the First World War. 



Embroidered postcards from World War One 
are generally known as 'WW1 Silks' and were 
first produced in 1914. 

The cards were hand embroidered on silk 
mesh and were mostly produced by French 
and Belgian women refugees who worked in 
their homes and refugee camps. Because of 
their beauty and uniqueness these cards were 
wildly popular with British servicemen on 
duty in France. 


To Mill [Mildred Outen] 
with love from Jack 
[Outen] xx. 14/5/16. 
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Edward George Till 1877-1933 


The 1881 census shows Edward living in North Street, Havant, with his father, a cab 
driver, his mother Jane, and his younger brother Bertram. In 1900 Edward married 
Beatrice Stallard, whose father Charles was a Havant parchment maker, and they had 
three daughters. Edward was working as a chamois leather dresser before World War 
One he was forty when, as a gunner in the Royal Field Artillery, he was sent to France in 
December 1917. Records show that Edward was hospitalised twice with influenza before 
being wounded on 27th September 1918. When putting up a barrage an enemy shell 
burst close to him and part of it hit his right shoulder. He was operated on in a hospital at 
Le Treport and then sent home in the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle to the Royal Victoria 
Hospital at Netley. As he was 20% disabled he was granted a small pension. However, at 
some stage he was promoted to foreman at Messrs Stent’s glove factory in West Street. 
The family lived at 4 Waterloo Road, Havant, from about 1916, which is where he wrote 
this moving poem in 1919. 

The poem is published as written and with the kind permission of Edward's grand¬ 
daughter Mrs Vera Nevitt. 
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"Reaction" 

Edward George Till, Ex Gunner No. 160910 C/75. R.F.A. 
England 1919 

You want to know why I am restless 
Tonight as I'm lying in bed 
You also ask me the question 
Why can't you sleep tonight Ted 
That question is easy to answer 
It's tired the body may be 
But the mind is restless and wanders 
Far away. Over the sea 

To scenes that will ne’er be forgotten 
Scenes of bloodshed and strife 
Scenes where the Old Chums have fallen 
Giving their all. Their life 
Now that the hours are quiet 
And darkness reigns over light 
My mind see those scenes o so vivid 
That's why I can't sleep tonight 
You tell me to think of a subject 
Something merry and bright 
Don’t let your thoughts go out yonder 
They've been there enough for tonight 
I try hard your theory to follow 
But hardly before I'm aware 
My mind is wandering swiftly 
From scene to scene over there. 

When you just asked me that question 
I was miles and miles away 
We had put up a barrage that morning 
Then moved up again the same day 
There, in our new position 
Lying dead just as they fell 
Were six of the German soldiers 
And no doubt we'd wished them to hell 
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In life it was all strife between us 
Each other we tried to lay low 
But that feeling gave way to pity 
As we gaze on our fallen foe 
Each Sub.* took one of the fallen 
To bury. Just under the ground 
Though there was no burial service 
Our feelings were genuine and sound 

D.Sub: Buried one of the Soldiers 
In a hole that a shell had made 
And over his shattered body 
His greatcoat we gently laid 
We made a little wooden cross 
Inscribed these words and date 
An unknown German Soldier 
August the second one eight 

I think there was someone longing 
For him. In his native land 
Anxiously, Patiently waiting 
To feel the firm grip of his hand 
We found in his tunic pocket 
A Photo, no doubt of the one 
Who was waiting each day for a letter 
From Him. Who's writing was done 

She receives an Official letter 
He's missing since 2.9.18 
What is her thoughts Her feelings 
As she prays. She hope's and waits 
For the one who is buried out yonder 
The one. That will never return. 
Perhaps today she is wondering 
Of his fate. She will never learn 
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My mind wanders swiftly onward 
And I see another scene, 

I am standing in a graveyard 
Midst the little mounds of green 
It is at Beryles-au-bois 
I can see it. 0 so plain, 

The rows of wooden crosses, 

The Regiment, number, name 

There. Coming down the highway, 

Not so very far away 
I can see some Scottish Guardsmen 
Their thoughts. Ah. Who can say, 

They are carrying a Comrade 
To his long and final rest, 

And as so often happened 
He had been. One of the best 

I can see again those Pipers 
As they play their sad refrain 
The pipes sound full of sorrow 
Full of anguish, greif and pain 
They seem to wail with pity 
Just as though they felt the strain 
Of the passing of a Comrade 
Who would not be seen again 

I see again that touching scene 

Far away. But yet so near 

I can see again those Pipers 

Try to hide the draping tear 

As they file beside the graveside 

As they take their last farewell 

Of their Chum who'd fought beside them 

A good and staunch Old Pal 
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Perhaps you think it I was childish 
To show their feelings so 
But remember out in Flanders 
Chum's like that was good to know, 
Those men had faced death often 
With not. A sign of fear 
When over the top was ordered 
Then Death. It was veiy near 

That scene I leave behind me 
My mind is off once more 
I am standing on the Ypres Front 
Midst wreckage all galore 
0 the scene of desolation 
The mud. Well, just compare. 

What we call mud in England 
Is like their dust out there 

And as I gaze around me 

The scene that meets my eye 

Is one of all destruction 

For there it lay close by 

The shattered Tanks and Lorries 

A smashed up aeroplane 

The Limber's, Gun's and Wagon's 

All smashed. But not in vain 

Its Winnipeg Corner Ypres 
January Eleven One eight, 

Jerry as found out our Battery 
And shells us, at Gun fire rate 
F. Sub. The first one's to suffer 
A Shell bursts under their Gun 
With a flash and a roar that's deafening 
The work of that Gun is done 
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She’s picked up just like a feather 
Dropped. About 12 yards away 
Twisted, Warped and Battered 
Deep in a Shell hole. She lay 
She had been a good old servant 
Barked with fury night and day 
It just raised the devil in us 
Remarks passed. One was. We will pay 

C Sub. was the next one to cop it 
Not only is their Gun knocked out 
For the place is set all on fire 
With live ammunition about 
The Gunners first thoughts is to stop it 
We fought hard that fire to quail 
Knowing well the risk and danger 
From a heated bursting shell 

Yes. We won. That fire we conquered 
At last. It was all put out 
But then it was only our duty 
So it's nothing to shout about 
And when my thoughts go out yonder 
I see, all those scenes once again 
I say to myself Ted, be thankful 
You're back Home in Blighty again 

Three Guns that day they disabled 
The Battery, was half knocked out 
Still. We had 3 Guns to work with 
And fired 18 pound shells about 
We had plenty of ammunition 
We used it. Those 3 Guns to feed 
Old Jerry. Tried hard to smash us 
But found out he didn’t succeed 
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I think of those fallen Comrades 
For them. Their life’s race had run 
May they. On the last day of judgment 
Hear Him say Welcome. Well Done 
There are some of those little Crosses 
On them, it just simply state 
The Regiment, name the number 
And January, Eleven One eight. 

That scene of strife and distruction 
Is changed. It is all quietness 
I lay between sheet and blanket 
In the three two C.C.S. 

There, in the bed just beside me 
Is a Hun. Perhaps we had tried 
To give each other the ticket 
As we fought, each for our side 
He looked hard at me though uncertain 
As if he was trying to know 
What was the feeling between us 
Was it to be Friend or Foe 
He passed me a faded old Photo 
Of his Wife and Children dear 
I showed him, the one that I carried 
Of those, so far yet so near 

That settled the question between us 
We were Pals in that Central C.S. 

The passing of those faded Photo's 

Did more than our words could express 

His thoughts were for Home. Wife and kiddies 

My thoughts, in a similar strain 

His words to my words were useless 

But the action was simple and plain 
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When he left that Central C.S. 

He gave me a souvenir 
A piece of his Iron Cross Ribbon 
To him. It was precious and dear 
Then with a long final handshake 
A grip that no words could explain 
We parted. The best of old Comrades 
Yet perhaps. We were fighting again. 

When I look at that piece of ribbon 
The piece in the little brass frame 
I say to myself. Well old Comrade 
I hope you and me are the same 
I am Home surrounded with loved ones 
I hope you’re surrounded as well 
At Home. With the Wife and the kiddies 
That's the wish of your C.C.S. pal 

He fought for his Home and Country 
I fought for justice and right 
He did as his Country told him 
My conscience said go out and fight 
He was a genuine German Soldier 
I'm sure he will stand the same chance 
When we meet on the last day of Judgment 
As the Tommie that now lives in Hant's 

It is night. The month December 
I am on the Wooden Track 
Making for our Gun Position 
With my pal. My Old Chum Mac. 

Hanging on behind the Limber 
It is dark. Can hardly see 
There's a slip, a splash a scramble 
Is it Mac. No. It is me 
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0 by strike, whatever's happened 
In a flash I'm on my back 
In a Shell hole. Ice and water. 

The Limber Wheel Slipped off the Track 
Are you hurt no I don't think so 
This ere water, is mighty cool 
Well I'm d — you in there bathing 
What do you think you're at Blackpool. 

Where's your hand Right Ho. I've got it 
There I stand beside old Mac 
With the clothes upon me freezing 
Shudders running down my back 
Then we get the Limber righted 
Feels as though my bones will crack 
Off once more we started trudging 
Right along the Wooden Track. 

We trudge along. Mac is saying 
I've just thought perhaps that slip 
Will turn out a real good blessing 
Perhaps you've froze the blighters stiff 
If you don't do any scratching 
When you get down into kip 
Let me know, 'Darn me' I'll freeze em 
Clothes and all I'll make a slip 
The funny side. We always found it. 
Kept us going over there 
Monday morn till Sunday midnight 
Got like that we didn't care 
When a shell went whistling or'er us 
You would here. That's not for me 
Never had my name upon it 
Chance gone west for old Blighty. 
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Were we ever superstitious? 

Yes we were. No doubt you've heard 
Lighting fag's with only one match 
Not one there would be the third 
If it was the very last match 
To be found in the Brigade 
Out it went, when it lit two fag's 
You'ld light yours from a Chums fag. 

Once again I see a Dug out 
Lying there partly inside 
I can see again a Tommie 
Who had got so far, then died 
He had used his small field dressing 
Done his best his life to save 
But grim death had been the victor 
His life. For England Gave 

He had kept a little treasure 
From one at home so Dear 
Just a little picture Postcard 
With Roses, ah so clear 
And the verse that was upon it 
Told its message plain and true 
Made me think of her in England 
Read the verse and so will you. 

Somewhere a heart is waiting 
Waiting Dear for you 
Somewhere a silent memory long's 
For your Love so true 
Somewhere a heart is waiting 
Love is not in vain 

For the sunshine will break through the clouds one day 
When your Heart is mine again 
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She is one like many hundreds 
Watched. Waited Prayed in vain 
For the one's they loved out yonder 
The one's that there will remain 
When at times the clouds are darkest 
When the sunshine is denied 
God Bless the Homes and Loved ones 
Of all those. That Fought and Died 

There's one scene that wants forgetting 
That's my last day with the Guns 
We were putting up a barrage 
And the shells were fired by ton's 
We were working hard and steady 
My old Chum close by my side 
When a shell burst in amongst us 
My chum. He fell. He died 

It knocked out half the Batteiy 
Some of them, to rise no more 
And the others I can't describe it 
They were battered cut and tore 
I can see my poor old Comrade 
Lying dead. Just as he fell 
Then they lift him very gently 
From off. The old Gun's trail 

I can hear the young 'Subs' order 
Cool and calm as on parade 
Carry on the barrage Boy's 
Then things began to fade 
I can hear the old Gun answer 
As she fires her eighteen pound 
With a roar of cold defiance 
I had fired my final round 
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I can see that first aid station 
Once again I feel the pain 
Now I'm in that Arny lorrie 
Thoughts of Blighty once again 
Now I'm at the Clearing Station 
Where they cleaned me up a bit 
Where they marked me operation 
'Cause old Jerry made a hit 

Now I'm on that rough old railway 
In a truck that goes pell mell 
How it jerk's it jar's it rattles 
How I wish the Hun's to Hell 
Once again I see that Angel 
Just a girl. A Red Cross Nurse 
0 ‘twas good the way she helped me 
I was glad that shell did burst 

I can see again that table 
Where they put me off to sleep 
When I awake. I think I'm dreaming 
I'm bewildered fogged complete 
I can hear a rumble rumble 
What it is I can't explain 
For you see. While still unconscious 
They had put me in a Train 

"Le Treport" "Hotel Trianion" 

Seems as though the world is dead. 
Yesterday. Was in a barrage 
Here today And in a bed 
I can see that smiling Sister 
Hear her whisper near my cheek 
You're for Blighty in the morning 
What a Night seemed like a week 
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Just content I'm traveling Homeward 
Labeled, in a Red Cross Train 
What a feeling can’t describe it 
Dont care if there's Snow or Rain 
Did I like old France and Belgium 
I dont know, there is a doubt 
Seems to me I must have liked it 
Would not walk, was carried out 

There she lay. A Castle Liner 
"Carrisbroke Castle" is her name 
What a load of human wreckage 
Torn and battered blind and lame 
Passenger's she'd carried thousands 
Titlled Folks. On pleasure bent 
But they never found the pleasure 
As that load to Blighty went 
I can see there at Southampton 
Wounded Tommies what a sight 
Row and Row we lay on stretchers 
Then was parted left and right 
Once again I'm down at Netley 
Quite contented, in a bed 
Thanking God for all his mercies 
No 160910 Ted 

I see one scene that's cheerful 
Of those scenes of far away 
It is those Red Cross Nurses 
Working for us night and day 
How they worked to ease our trouble 
Though at times well-nigh fagged out 
Yet they always came up smiling 
What it cost them there's no doubt 
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For it needs a lot of courage 
To keep a smiling face 
But they knew it was a tonic 
Helped us each, in our life's race 
With their cheerie words of comfort 
And their many acts to please 
It was to them a pleasure 
When they put us at our ease. 

God Bless. The Red Cross Nurses 
Is many a Tommies prayer 
To us they were like Angels 
As we lay helpless over there 
And when a case was hopeless 
When nought could save a life 
They soothed the last few moments 
As Mother would Or Wife 

Now you know why I'm restless 
My mind will keep wandering back 
To the days in Trenches and Dug outs 
On Duck Boards and the Wooden Track 
Again I hear "Battery". "Action" 

The S.O.S. signal shows bright 
The roar of the Guns I hear them 
As they answer that signal of light 

At night time when it is quiet 
Directly I close my eyes 
In the dark. Those scenes 
Real visions that float slowly by 
Now I feel tired and weary 
I think that I shall soon sleep 
0 wouldn’t it be a pleasure 
To sleep very sound and deep 
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It is said our nerves are shaken 
It's no wonder. 'Twas a strain 
I hope that I shall never 
Hear of scenes like that again 
There are times I can’t forget them 
But Nil. desperandum I say 
For time will be the healer 
If we live in Hope and Pray 


*Sub. 

The following explanation of the composition of a gun battery has been provided 
by the Imperial War Museum: 

This refers to Royal Artillery battery sub units; a subsection consisted of a 
single gun and limber drawn by six horses [with three drivers), eight gunners 
[riding on the limber or mounted on their own horses), and an ammunition 
wagon also drawn by six horses [with three drivers). 

The fact that these batteries have alphabetical designations rather than 
numerical, suggests these are Royal Horse Artillery (.RHA). A RHA battery had 
six 13-pounder field guns and included 5 officers and 200 men. 


When I pass by the War Memorial 
Just one glance my mind wanders back 
I can see the mud, the slush, the shell holes, 
the duck boards, the old track. 

I can see my fallen Old Comrades 
And although I know they are dead 
I can hear them whisper 
Remember your Old Pals 'neath Poppies so Red'. 

Words written by Edward George Till. 
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A column of Royal Horse Artillery guns and limbers pauses in West Street at 
some time either going to or coming from the front line. Courtesy of Tim 
Stratton Clarke. The Royal Horse Artillery was formed in 1793 at Goodwood 
as a distinct arm of the Royal Artillery of the British Army. 


A restored World War One McLaren steam traction engine towing a replica 
Howlitzer artillery gun passing through Havant in 2015. Ralph Cousins 
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Sample of Edward Till's original handwriting 


94 




The Trianon Hotel at Le Treport which became General Hospital No. 3 for 
Canadian and British wounded during World War One. 
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Recruits Wanted 

for THE 

Royal Naval Division 

To serve during the Period of the War 


Ace 18 to 38 - Mean Chest Measurement 34 inches 
Height 5 ft. 3^ inches. 


There are No Expenses incurred in joining 
Free Kits and Food being provided. 

Men are paid at the Service Rate of l/3perday- Separafion 
allowances are made to fhe families of Married Men. 

Apply to 

The Royal Naval Division. 

Recruiting Office: 112 The Strand, London.W.C. 


Recruiting poster 
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